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Materials Storage and Spill CleanupMaterials Storage and Spill Cleanup

Employees can help reduce waste and water Employees can help reduce waste and water 
pollution by making sure materials aren’t pollution by making sure materials aren’t 
spilled or washed into the storm drain system. spilled or washed into the storm drain system. 

–– Store and Handle Materials SafelyStore and Handle Materials Safely

–– Clean Up Spills ProperlyClean Up Spills Properly



Store and Handle Materials SafelyStore and Handle Materials Safely



Store and Handle Materials SafelyStore and Handle Materials Safely

Read and follow label Read and follow label 
or MSDS instructions or MSDS instructions 
and local procedures and local procedures 
for all materials that for all materials that 
you use.you use.
Store materials in Store materials in 
original containers if original containers if 
possible.  If not, clearly possible.  If not, clearly 
label replacement label replacement 
containers.containers.



Store and Handle Materials SafelyStore and Handle Materials Safely
Make sure containers are Make sure containers are 
closed or sealed except closed or sealed except 
when they are being filled when they are being filled 
or emptied. or emptied. 
Keep material or waste Keep material or waste 
containers in good containers in good 
condition and replace any condition and replace any 
containers that leak.containers that leak.
Regularly inspect Regularly inspect 
containers for corrosion or containers for corrosion or 
signs of leaks.signs of leaks.



Store and Handle Materials SafelyStore and Handle Materials Safely
Store materials and containers as follows:Store materials and containers as follows:
–– BestBest: Indoors in sealed containers.: Indoors in sealed containers.
–– GoodGood: Outdoors in sealed containers, within in a covered, : Outdoors in sealed containers, within in a covered, 

paved area.paved area.
–– AcceptableAcceptable: Outdoors in sealed containers, on an : Outdoors in sealed containers, on an 

uncovered, paved area.uncovered, paved area.



Store and Handle Materials SafelyStore and Handle Materials Safely

Spill trapping devices are recommended:Spill trapping devices are recommended:
–– Indoors: store barrels on a spill containment base.Indoors: store barrels on a spill containment base.
–– Outdoors: storage areas should be bordered by a Outdoors: storage areas should be bordered by a 

curb or curb or berm berm to contain spills.to contain spills.



Store and Handle Materials SafelyStore and Handle Materials Safely

Store materials away from high traffic areas Store materials away from high traffic areas 
to prevent accidents that might cause spills to prevent accidents that might cause spills 
or cause spilled material to be spread by or cause spilled material to be spread by 
traffic.traffic.
Report large spills or spills of hazardous Report large spills or spills of hazardous 
materials your supervisor or environmental materials your supervisor or environmental 
department personnel.department personnel.



Clean Up Spills ProperlyClean Up Spills Properly



Clean Up Spills ProperlyClean Up Spills Properly

Follow cleanup instructions Follow cleanup instructions 
specified on the MSDS and specified on the MSDS and 
local procedures for the local procedures for the 
spilled material.spilled material.
Contain the spill:Contain the spill:
–– Use a drip pan or Use a drip pan or 

absorbent material to absorbent material to 
collect dripping fluids. collect dripping fluids. 

–– If a liquid spill might If a liquid spill might 
enter a storm drain, use a enter a storm drain, use a 
drain mat to cover the drain mat to cover the 
drain.drain.



Clean Up Spills ProperlyClean Up Spills Properly

Locate the source of the spill and take steps Locate the source of the spill and take steps 
to stop further spillage.to stop further spillage.
Clean up spills immediately to minimize Clean up spills immediately to minimize 
safety hazards and deter spreading. safety hazards and deter spreading. 



Clean Up Spills ProperlyClean Up Spills Properly
Liquid spills:Liquid spills:

Use absorbent Use absorbent 
materials or mop up materials or mop up 
small liquid spills. small liquid spills. 
Do notDo not hose the spill hose the spill 
to a storm drain. to a storm drain. 
Remove the Remove the 
absorbent materials absorbent materials 
promptlypromptly and follow and follow 
procedures for procedures for 
proper disposal. proper disposal. 



Clean Up Spills ProperlyClean Up Spills Properly

Dry material spills:Dry material spills:
Cover a powder spill with plastic sheeting Cover a powder spill with plastic sheeting 
to keep it from blowing until the spill can be to keep it from blowing until the spill can be 
cleaned up.  cleaned up.  
Do notDo not hose the spill to a storm drain.hose the spill to a storm drain.
If usable, place spilled material in original If usable, place spilled material in original 
or properly marked container.or properly marked container.
Follow procedures for disposal of spilled Follow procedures for disposal of spilled 
material that cannot be used.material that cannot be used.



Clean Up Spills ProperlyClean Up Spills Properly

Report large spills or spills of hazardous Report large spills or spills of hazardous 
materials to your supervisor or materials to your supervisor or 
environmental department personnel.environmental department personnel.
[Insert locality[Insert locality--specific contact information specific contact information 
or other instructions here.]or other instructions here.]
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What We Can DoWhat We Can Do

Protecting water quality requires Protecting water quality requires 
that all employees do their part to that all employees do their part to 

prevent storm water pollution.prevent storm water pollution.
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