
North Texas 
 Idling Restrictions

To Report An Idling Vehicle:
www.EngineO�NorthTexas.org

1-877-NTX-IDLE

What is the Rule?
All vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating of    
14,000 pounds or greater may not idle for more 
than �ve minutes (30 minutes for buses) in cities 
and counties that have adopted idling limitations 
set by the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality.  This restriction applies between April 1 
and October 31, the peak of the ozone season in 
North Texas.

Why is it Important?
Excessive idling is responsible for:
   • Annual emissions of 11 million tons of carbon  
     dioxide, 200,000 tons of nitrogen oxides, and 
     5,000 tons of particulate matter from diesel   
     exhaust
   • Consumption of more than 1 billion gallons of 
     diesel fuel annually
   • Increased engine-maintenance costs
   • A 20 percent decrease in engine life
   • More noise
   • Driver health problems due to less rest
   • Public health problems caused by diesel exhaust

How to Reduce Idling
Alternative technologies allow drivers to be                   
comfortable, safe, save money on fuel, and reduce 
emissions.  Some technologies include:

   • Automatic engine shut-down and start-up
   • Battery power
   • Auxiliary power units and generator sets
   • Truck stop electrification

For technology funding opportunities, visit 
www.EngineO�NorthTexas.org.

North Texas Electri�ed 
Truck Stops

Are There Exemptions 
to the Rule?

The idling rule does not apply to:
   • Military, emergency or law enforcement 
     vehicles
   • Airport ground support equipment
   • The owner of an idling vehicle that is leased or 
     rented to persons not working for the owner
   • A vehicle idling due to traffic congestion
   • A motor running to power mechanical 
     operations or for diagnostic or maintenence
     purposes
   • A vehicle idling solely for the purpose of 
     defrosting a windshield
   • A vehicle idling to ensure employee health and
     safety during roadway construction or 
     maintenence
   • A vehicle idling to ensure passenger safety and 
     comfort in commercial and public-transit  
     vehicles (30 minute limit)

For more information on locations, visit 
www.EngineO�NorthTexas.org.
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