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} Complete Streets Reap
} Process as we Move Forward
} What is the NCTCOG Complete Streets Policy Statement’

} What is the Resolution Supporting Complete Streets In
North Central Texas?

} What is the NCTCOG Complete Streets Overview?
} Policy Clarification

} Comments to Date

} Importance of Having a Complete Streets Policy

} Next Steps
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Complete Streets are safe,
comfortable, and convenient for
travel for everyone, regardless of
age or abilityd motorists,
pedestrians, bicyclists, and public
transportatlon rlders




What Complete Streets Are  NOT é

y\Prescriptive: not a O0°¢cC

} A bike lane on every roadway

} Complete Streets approaches roadway planning and
design in a context sensitive manner that focuses on
meeting the needs of all roadway users.

}+ A rural road with paved shoulders is a great opportunity
to capture a complete street.

} Something that happens overnight.

} It is a gradual processincremental progress is still
progress!



Complete Street?




Complete Street?

S Generally, paved
: shoulders
provide adequate

facilities for
bicyclists and
pedestrians on
ghlow demand
rural roadways.
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A complete streets policy
ensures that the entire right
of-way Is planned, designed,
and operated to provide safe
access for all users.
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Consistent with Federal/Statéuidance
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NCTCOG Complete Streets Policy
Statement & Overview

} Original presentation at the May 18, 2011 BPAC Meeti

} Discussion after presentation provided starting point fc
the draft document. Main items discussed:

} Policy should allow flexibility at the local level

} Consistency with NCTCOG working documents such as
Mobility 2035, etc.

} Policy Statement and Overview document drafted
during Jun® July 2011

} Draft document provided odine and at the August 17,
2011 BPAC Meeting



NCTCOG Complete Streets Policy
Statement & Overview

} Presented Policy to the Surface Transportation
Technical Committee (STTC) October 28, 2011.

} Originally opened comment period through
November 11, 2011.

} All comments are now being requested by
December 30,2011 .




NCTCOG Complete Streets Policy
Statement

Three Working Documents
} Policy
} Resolution: to be adopted by STTC/RTC

} Overview: provides guidance and strategies for
Implementation at the local level



NCTCOG Complete Streets Policy
Statement

} The Regional Transportation Council (RTC) seeks
plan for and program projects that fully integrate at
palance the needs of all street users, including
nicyclists, pedestrians, transit users, motor vehicles
commercial vehicles, and emergency responders.
Users of all ages and abilities will be considered.

} Recommends what is currently being required at tl
state and federal levels




Resolution Supporting Complete Streets
INn North Central Texas

} The Resolution that we are requesting RTC
to adopt:

} Section 1. The Regional Transportation Council endorses th
NCTCOG Complete Streets Policy Statement.

} Section 2. The Regional Transportation Council commits to
applying the NCTCOG Complete Streets Policy Statement t
both new and retrofit projects as identified in the
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and the
Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) where applicable.

} Section 3. The Regional Transportation Council commits to
Incorporating the NCTCOG Complete Streets Policy
Statement except in unusual or extraordinary circumstance:




Resolution Supporting Complete Streets
INn North Central Texas

} The Resolution that we are requesting RTC

to adopt:

} Section 4. The Regional Transportation Couneilhcourages
local governments to utilize and follow Section 5 of the
ONCTCOG Complete Streets O\
purpose and intent articulated in it, and to adopt and
Implement a local Complete Streets Policy.

} Section 5. The Regional Transportation Council commits to
provide local governments assistance with the implementati
of the NCTCOG Complete Streets Policy Statement.

} Section 6. This resolution shall be effective upon adoption L
the Regional Transportation Council.




NCTCOG Complete Streets Overview

} Components in the overview are recommendation:
not requirements
} This should be considered a toolbox for
Implementing Complete Streets at the local level
} 1. Background

} 2. Consistency with federal and state guidance and
regulation

1 3. Local implementation guidance
} 4. EXceptions
1 5. Evaluation




1. Background

} NCTCOG Efforts that Support Complete Streets
} Mobility 2035
} Bicycle and Pedestrian Program

} The Many Benefits of Complete Streets
} Safety
} Ease congestion
} Economic revitalization
} Improved air quality
1 Offer choice: children and seniors
} Improve congestion



2. Consistency With Federal and State
Guidance and Regulation

} Congress
} ISTEA
} TEA21
} SAFETEAU

} USDOT

y0Pol i cy Statement on Bicycl
Regul ati ons andoMaehc20dme nd at

} TXDOT

+ Guidelines Emphasizing Bicycle and Pedestrian
Accommodati onsdMarbhe2dida r and u m



3. Local Implementation Guidance

Recommendations

} Encourage project sponsors to consider bicyclists and
pedestrians in the planning and design of all proposed
transportation projects, regardless of funding source, wher
bicycles and pedestrians are permitted by law.

} Project sponsors are responsible for determining the mos
appropriate facility.

} Ensure that people with disabilities have equitable
opportunities to use the public rightsf-way systend
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990
(Public Law 1€336)




3. Local Implementation Guidance

Local Implementatio®trategies : NCTCOG
encourages all jurisdictions to utilize these key
strategies for all transportation projects.

} Planning: review codes and encourage public participatiot

} Design: provide appropriate bicycle and pedestrian
accommodations

} Construction: maintain accessibility for all users during
construction

} Operations: to include traffic calming, signal retiming and
establishing maintenance programs




4. Exceptions

Recommendations

} Again, these can be modified to fit the unique needs of yol
community.

} Encourages local governments to adopt an official
Complete Streets exception process that involves enhance
public input and to officially document exceptions when thi
oCcur.

} Includes list opossible exceptions:
+ Non-motorized use prohibited by law
} Cost exceeds 20% of total project
1} Documented absence of current and future need
1 Public consensus that the accommodation is unwanted



5. Evaluation

Recommendations

} Again, these can be modified to fit the unique needs of yol
community.

} Evaluate and update at least annually.
} Allows for future amendments to the Policy.
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Comments

} Comments received from BPAC3
} Comments received at STTC meetingis+

} Main comments from STTC.:

Can the O0Policy0d be renamec
Can we offer training

Costs of maintenance of facilities

Postpone approval process

Education

Funding allocation

Can this be a process vs. policy

Look at user needs



Comments

} The majority of comments received thus far relate
to the Overview
} We are not asking RTC to adopt this document.

} These argecommendations for local governments to
utilize; they are not requirements.

} Local governments can modify this document to fit the
range of needs for their respective communities.

yThere 1 s no 6one si ze f i1t
Intended to provide a variety of options that local
governments can utilize as applicable.




Why Have a Policy?

} To change practicentegrating the needs of all road users
Into everydatransportation planning and design practice:

} To gradually create a completeetwork of roads that
serve all users.

} To save moneyin the
long run, retrofit
projects always cost
more than getting it
right the first time.

} Get ahead of federal
priorities for funding.




