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Agenda

}Complete Streets Re-cap

}Process as we Move Forward

}What is the NCTCOG Complete Streets Policy Statement? 

}What is the Resolution Supporting Complete Streets in 

North Central Texas?

}What is the NCTCOG Complete Streets Overview?

}Policy Clarification

}Comments to Date

}Importance of Having a Complete Streets Policy

}Next Steps  



What are Complete Streets?

Complete Streets are safe, 

comfortable, and convenient for 

travel for everyone, regardless of 

age or ability ðmotorists, 

pedestrians, bicyclists, and public 

transportation riders.



What Complete Streets Are NOT é

}Prescriptive:  not a ôone size fits allõ approach

}A bike lane on every roadway

}Complete Streets approaches roadway planning and 

design in a context sensitive manner that focuses on 

meeting the needs of all roadway users.

}A rural road with paved shoulders is a great opportunity 

to capture a complete street. 

}Something that happens overnight.

}It is a gradual process ðincremental progress is still 

progress! 



Complete Street?



Generally, paved 

shoulders 

provide adequate 

facilities for 

bicyclists and 

pedestrians on 

low demand 

rural roadways.

Complete Street?



Complete Streets Policies

A complete streets policy 

ensures that the entire right-

of-way is planned, designed, 

and operated to provide safe 

access for all users.



Consistent with Federal/State Guidance

8

US DOT/FHWA :  Policy 

Statement on Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Accommodation Regulations and 

Recommendations

TxDOT : Guidelines Emphasizing 

Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Accommodations



NCTCOG Complete Streets Policy 

Statement & Overview 

}Original presentation at the May 18, 2011 BPAC Meeting

}Discussion after presentation provided starting point for 

the draft document.  Main items discussed:

}Policy should allow flexibility at the local level

}Consistency with NCTCOG working documents such as 

Mobility 2035, etc. 

}Policy Statement and Overview document drafted 

during June ðJuly 2011

}Draft document provided on-line and at the August 17, 

2011 BPAC Meeting



}Presented Policy to the Surface Transportation 

Technical Committee (STTC) October 28, 2011. 

}Originally opened comment period through 

November 11, 2011.

}All comments are now being requested by 

December 30, 2011 .

NCTCOG Complete Streets Policy 

Statement & Overview 



NCTCOG Complete Streets Policy 

Statement

Three Working Documents

}Policy

}Resolution: to be adopted by STTC/RTC

}Overview: provides guidance and strategies for 

implementation at the local level 



}The Regional Transportation Council (RTC) seeks to 

plan for and program projects that fully integrate and 

balance the needs of all street users, including 

bicyclists, pedestrians, transit users, motor vehicles, 

commercial vehicles, and emergency responders. 

Users of all ages and abilities will be considered. 

}Recommends what is currently being required at the 

state and federal levels.  

NCTCOG Complete Streets Policy 

Statement



Resolution Supporting Complete Streets 

in North Central Texas

}The Resolution that we are requesting RTC 

to adopt:

}Section 1 . The Regional Transportation Council endorses the 

NCTCOG Complete Streets Policy Statement. 

}Section 2 . The Regional Transportation Council commits to 

applying the NCTCOG Complete Streets Policy Statement to 

both new and retrofit projects as identified in the 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and the 

Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) where applicable.  

}Section 3 . The Regional Transportation Council commits to 

incorporating the NCTCOG Complete Streets Policy 

Statement except in unusual or extraordinary circumstances.  



Resolution Supporting Complete Streets 

in North Central Texas

}The Resolution that we are requesting RTC 

to adopt:

}Section 4 . The Regional Transportation Council encourages

local governments to utilize and follow Section 5 of the 

ôNCTCOG Complete Streets Overviewõ so as to achieve the 

purpose and intent articulated in it, and to adopt and 

implement a local Complete Streets Policy.  

}Section 5 . The Regional Transportation Council commits to 

provide local governments assistance with the implementation 

of the NCTCOG Complete Streets Policy Statement. 

}Section 6 . This resolution shall be effective upon adoption by 

the Regional Transportation Council.



NCTCOG Complete Streets Overview

}Components in the overview are recommendations 

not requirements

}This should be considered a toolbox for 

implementing Complete Streets at the local level

}1. Background

}2. Consistency with federal and state guidance and 

regulation

}3. Local implementation guidance

}4. Exceptions

}5. Evaluation



1. Background

}NCTCOG Efforts that Support Complete Streets

}Mobility 2035

}Bicycle and Pedestrian Program

}The Many Benefits of Complete Streets

}Safety 

}Ease congestion

}Economic revitalization

}Improved air quality

}Offer choice:  children and seniors

}Improve congestion



2. Consistency With Federal and State 

Guidance and Regulation

}Congress

}ISTEA

}TEA-21

}SAFETEA-LU

}USDOT

}ôPolicy Statement on Bicycle and Pedestrian Accommodation 

Regulations and Recommendationsõ ðMarch 2010

}TxDOT

}Guidelines Emphasizing Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Accommodationsõ Memorandum ðMarch 2011 



3. Local Implementation Guidance

Recommendations
}Encourage project sponsors to consider bicyclists and 

pedestrians in the planning and design of all proposed 

transportation projects, regardless of funding source, where 

bicycles and pedestrians are permitted by law. 

}Project sponsors are responsible for determining the most 

appropriate facility.

}Ensure that people with disabilities have equitable 

opportunities to use the public rights-of-way system ð

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 

(Public Law 101-336) 



Local Implementation Strategies :  NCTCOG 

encourages all jurisdictions to utilize these key 

strategies for all transportation projects.

}Planning:  review codes and encourage public participation

}Design:  provide appropriate bicycle and pedestrian 

accommodations

}Construction:  maintain accessibility for all users during 

construction

}Operations:  to include traffic calming, signal retiming and 

establishing maintenance programs

3. Local Implementation Guidance



4. Exceptions

Recommendations

}Again, these can be modified to fit the unique needs of your 

community.

}Encourages local governments to adopt an official 

Complete Streets exception process that involves enhanced 

public input and to officially document exceptions when they 

occur.

}Includes list of possible exceptions:

}Non-motorized use prohibited by law

}Cost exceeds 20% of total project

}Documented absence of current and future need

}Public consensus that the accommodation is unwanted



5. Evaluation

Recommendations

}Again, these can be modified to fit the unique needs of your 

community.

}Evaluate and update at least annually.

}Allows for future amendments to the Policy.



In Summaryé

The Complete Streets 

Policy.

NCTCOG Complete 

Streets Overview

The Resolution we 

are asking RTC to 

adopt.

NCTCOG Complete 

Streets Policy 

Statement

Recommendations

for implementation at 

the local level.

ResolutionSupporting 

Complete Streets in 

North Central Texas



Comments

}Comments received from BPAC:  3

}Comments received at STTC meeting:  15+

}Main comments from STTC:

}Can the ôPolicyõ be renamed

}Can we offer training

}Costs of maintenance of facilities

}Postpone approval process

}Education

}Funding allocation

}Can this be a process vs. policy

}Look at user needs



Comments

}The majority of comments received thus far relate 

to the Overview.

}We are not asking RTC to adopt this document.

}These are recommendations for local governments to 

utilize; they are not requirements.

}Local governments can modify this document to fit the 

range of needs for their respective communities.

}There is no ôone size fits allõ and this document is 

intended to provide a variety of options that local 

governments can utilize as applicable. 



Why Have a Policy?

}To change practice, integrating the needs of all road users 

into everydaytransportation planning and design practices.

}To gradually create a complete network of roads that 

serve all users.

}To save money: in the

long run, retrofit

projects always cost

more than getting it

right the first time.

}Get ahead of federal

priorities for funding.


