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NCTCOG Programs & Resources

ÔEnvironmental Stewardship Program

ÔMitigation Assessment 

ÔiSWM ðIntegrated Stormwater Management

ÔGreen Infrastructure Guidebook
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Sam Kieschnick
Urban Biologist, DFW

Texas Parks and Wildlife

Urban Wildlife
Developing close to waterways and 

preventing negative impacts to wildlife



Wildlife and habitats

Ô Urban ecosystem



26.96 million (2014)

84.7% of TX population live 

in urban areas!

Wildlife and habitats
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Wildlife and habitats

Ô Wildlife can get pushed to ôrefugesõ



Wildlife and habitats

Ô Should we maintain areas for wildlife?



Values of being close to nature

Ô Biophilia



Values of being close to nature

Ô Health benefits

Ô òWhen people have access to open spaces, they 

exercise more, which reduces obesity and health care 

costs related to physical as well as mental and stress -

related problemsó

Physiological Effects of Nature Therapy: A Review of the Research, Aug 2016 - Science



Values of being close to nature

Ô Property values ðproximate principle



Values of being close to nature

Ô Future stewards of nature



Uses of water by wildlife

Ô Creeks as corridors



Uses of water by wildlife

Ô Ponds as habitats





Foundation of vegetation

Ô Wetland species of plants
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Ô Wetland species of plants



Foundation of vegetation

Ô Plants as phytoremediation

International Journal of Phytoremediation



Foundation of vegetation

Ô Diversity leads to diversity



Oliver Nature Park, Mansfield
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