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Item Title: Status Report on Metropolitan Planning Agreement

The Executive Board will be briefed on the Metropolitan Planning Agreement (Attachment 1) that was
distributed at the special called Regional Transportation Council (RTC) meeting on April 30, 2026. It was
represented at that meeting that this document was transmitted to RTC Chair Bailey by the Texas
Department of Transportation (TxDOT).
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MPQ's activities and expenditure of funds and will comment on and make suggestions
relating to those activities and expenditures.

B. Develop a timeline for development of the UPWP, Annual Performance and Expenditure
Report (APER), and Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) by the MPO. In consultation
with the MPOs, establish a standard format for each to be used by all MPOs in accordance
with Texas Administrative Code (TAC), Title 43, §§16.52 and 16.101.

C. Make available to the MPO its share of all TPF and provide any non-federal match
authorized by the Texas Transportation Commission. The Department will distribute TPF to
the MPO based on a formula developed by the Department, in consultation with the MPOs,
and approved by FHWA, FTA, and other applicable federal agencies.

D. Provide to the MPO, as appropriate, technical assistance and guidance for the collection,
processing, and forecasting of socio-economic data needed for the development of traffic
forecasts, plans, programs, and planning proposals within the MPA, including collecting,
processing, and forecasting vehicular travel volume data in cooperation with the MPO, as
appropriate.

E. Jointly promote with the MPO the development of the intermodal transportation system
within the MPA by identifying points in the system where access, connectivity, and
coordination between the modes and inter-urban facilities would benefit the entire system.

F. Share with the MPO information, data, and sources to assist the MPO in carrying out
required planning activities, including but not limited to the development of financial plans
and future funding estimates.

G. Cooperatively develop and share information with the MPO related to transportation
performance data, the selection of performance targets, the reporting of performance
targets, tracking progress toward attainment of critical regional outcomes, and the collection
of data for the State asset management plan for the National Highway System (NHS).

H. Provide the MPO with an updated organizational chart reflecting any changes to, and
contact information for, planning personnel assigned to support the MPO in a timely manner.

I. Provide oversight in cooperation with the MPO on federal awards, including monitoring the
activities of the MPO under federal awards to ensure compliance with all requirements and
in meeting performance expectations.

J. Ensure sufficient processes are in place to monitor Subrecipients in accordance with 2 CFR
Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for
Federal Awards. This includes:

1. Evaluating Subrecipient’s risk of non-compliance,

2. Monitoring Subrecipient activities, and

3. Verifying Subrecipients are audited as required by 2 CFR Part 200 and Article 12 (Single
Audit Report) of this Agreement.

K. Ensure that Subrecipients of federal funds comply with federal statutes, regulations, and the
terms and conditions of the Subaward.

L. Evaluate each Subrecipient's fraud risk and risk of noncompliance with a Subaward to
determine the appropriate Subrecipient monitoring described in 2 CFR Part 200.

Article 5. Responsibilities of the MPO
The MPO is the policy-making body, often referred to as the policy board, policy committee, or
regional transportation council as defined above, and is the organization created to ensure that

the comprehensive performance-based multimodal transportation planning process is based on

Metropolitan Planning Agreement Page 4 of 17 Revised 2026-04-29



Contract No.:

Federal Highway Administration:
ALN Title:
ALN No.:

Not Research and Development

a continuing, cooperative, and comprehensive (commonly referred to as the 3C) planning
process.

The responsibilities of the MPO are as follows:

A. Ensure that all state and federally required metropolitan planning and programming activities
are carried out in accordance with applicable laws and regulations, as amended, including
but not limited to those set forth in:

23 USC §134. Metropolitan transportation planning

23 USC §135. Statewide and nonmetropolitan transportation planning

49 USC §5303. Metropolitan transportation planning

49 USC §5326. Transit asset management (c) Performance Measures and Targets

49 USC §5329. Public transportation safety program (d) Public Transportation Agency

Safety Plan

23 CFR Part 420 Planning and Research Program Administration

23 CFR Part 450 Planning Assistance and Standards

23 CFR Part 490 National Performance Management Measures

43 TAC Part 1 Chapter 16 Subchapter B Transportation Planning, and Subchapter C

Transportation Programs
10. Transportation Code §201.9911 Planning Organization 10-Year Plan

B. Use funds provided in accordance with this Agreement to develop and maintain a
comprehensive regional transportation planning program, including but not limited to the
development of financial plans, in accordance with federal and state laws and regulations,
including the requirements of the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts Texas Grant
Management Standards (TxGMS).

C. To prevent plan or program lapses and meet update frequencies or schedules, the MPO
shall initiate development well in advance of lapse dates. Furthermore, the MPO shall
coordinate with the Department, notify them and their stakeholders of any anticipated lapse
dates, and implement corrective actions to mitigate or prevent impacts due to delays.

D. Produce the following, as applicable, in coordination with the Department ensuring
adherence to applicable requirements and regulations in a professional, orderly, and timely
manner accurately reflecting high standards of work:

1. Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP)

10-Year Transportation Plan

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)

Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP)

Public Participation Plan (PPP)

Congestion Management Process (CMP), if the MPO is within a Transportation

Management Area (TMA)

MPA boundary designation
8. Other planning documents as may be required by the Department or state or federal

laws or regulations

E. Produce or develop the following, as applicable, in coordination with the Department in a
professional, orderly, and timely manner accurately reflecting high standards of work:

1. Annual Listing of Obligated Projects (ALOP or APL)
2. Annual Performance and Expenditures Report (APER)
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3. Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ) Annual Report, if
applicable

4. Transportation Alternatives Annual Report, if applicable

5. Performance Measures targets, which may include adoption of the State’s targets or
MPO specific targets

6. Other reports as may be required by the Department or state or federal laws or
regulations

Provide an explanation in the APER if task expenditures exceed or fall short of the budgeted

task amount by twenty-five percent (25%) or more.

Provide planning policy direction to the MPO director, as the lead MPO staff person, and

ensure MPO duties are carried out in a cooperative manner.

Assemble and maintain an adequate, competent staff, including an MPO director, with the

knowledge, skills, abilities, and experience to perform all MPO activities required by law. The

MPO shall provide the Department with an updated organizational chart and contact

information following any lead personnel changes in a timely manner.

Ensure accurate charging, including MPO staff hours, vacation, sick and other forms of paid

leave.

Exercise the authority to appoint, direct, evaluate, and relinquish duties of the MPO director

in accordance with the MPO bylaws and this Agreement. If the MPO bylaws do not address

this responsibility, this Agreement shall take precedence. If the MPO bylaws assign this

responsibility to a different entity, the MPO bylaws shall prevail.

Forecast, collect, and maintain appropriate socio-economic, roadway, and travel data on a

timely basis, in cooperation with the Department.

Share information and resources with the Department and appropriate stakeholders

concerning transportation planning issues.

. Participate in other related planning efforts and studies with the Department and other

regional partners.

Ensure the settlement of all contractual and administrative issues arising out of procurement
entered into in support of work under this Agreement.

Monitor the activities of the MPO staff and Subcontractors under the federal award to ensure
compliance with all requirements and performance expectations.

Article 6. Responsibilities of the Fiscal Agent
The responsibilities of the Fiscal Agent are as follows:

A.

B
C.
D

Maintain required accounting records for state and federal funds consistent with federal and
state record retention requirements.

. Make available funding approved in the UPWP to ensure the MPQ can fulfill its obligations

in this Agreement.
Provide human resource services to the MPO in a timely manner to ensure the MPO can
fulfill its obligations in this agreement.

. Provide benefits for the MPO staff that shall be the same as the Fiscal Agent normally

provides its own employees; or as determined through an agreement between the MPO and
the Fiscal Agent. Costs incurred by the Fiscal Agent for these benefits may be reimbursed
by the MPO, in accordance with federal and state laws, rules, and regulations.
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Establish procedures and policies for procurement and purchasing by or for the MPO, in
cooperation with the MPO, and subject to prior approval by the Department, including any
subsequent updates.

Article 7. Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP)

A.

The MPO shall annually or biennially develop and submit an approved UPWP and any
subsequent amendments to the Department that meet federal and state requirements in
accordance with the Department’s established format and timeline.

A UPWP submitted in a format other than the standard format developed by the Department

will not be approved.

Failure to adhere to the timeline developed by the Department may result in a delay in the

authorization for the MPO to incur costs.

The UPWP shall include:

1. Goals, objectives, and tasks required by each of the agencies involved in the
metropolitan transportation planning process.

2. Transportation planning work tasks to be funded by federal, state, or local planning
funds.

3. A description of all planning work within the MPA and the resulting products, who will
perform the work, time frames for completing the work, the cost of the work, and the
source(s) of funds for a period of one (1) year or two (2) years unless otherwise agreed
to by the Department and the MPO. The UPWP shall reflect only that work that can be
accomplished during the time period of the UPWP.

The MPO may engage with other agencies, non-profit organizations, or contractors for

specific UPWP elements pursuant to 23 CFR Part 450.

The use of MPO staff time in a UPWP product or task shall be clearly described in the

UPWP, accounting for administrative tasks with details for staff roles and responsibilities.

. The MPO shall approve the UPWP and any subsequent revisions, and shall not delegate

the approval authority, except for corrective actions. Corrective actions are those that do not
change the scope of work, result in an increase or decrease in the amount of task funding,
or affect the overall budget. Examples of corrective actions include typographical,
grammatical, or syntax corrections.

The effective date of each UPWP will be October 1st of each year or the date of approval
from the appropriate oversight agency, whichever occurs later. On that date, the UPWP
shall constitute a new federal project and shall supersede the previous UPWP.

The MPO shall not incur any costs for work outlined in the UPWP or any subsequent
amendments (i.e., adding new work tasks or changing the scope of existing work tasks) prior
to receiving approval from the Department. Any costs incurred prior to receiving Department
approval or not included in the approved UPWP are not eligible for reimbursement from
TPF.

The use of TPF shall be limited to transportation planning activities affecting the
transportation system within the boundaries of a designated MPA. Costs incurred for
transportation planning activities outside the boundaries of a designated MPA are not
eligible for reimbursement unless an MPO determines that data collection and analysis
activities relating to land use, demographics, or traffic or travel information conducted
outside its boundaries affects the transportation system within its boundaries and the
activities are specifically identified in the MPO’s approved UPWP.
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