
Trinity River National 

Water Trail Task Force
February 11, 2022



Welcome and Introductions

ÔThanks for attending!

ÔPlease introduce yourself in the chat box.

ÔPlease mute your line.

ÔUnmute your line when you would like to speak during question 

and discussion time. 

ÔWe will also watch the chat box for questions

Materials from past meetings can be viewed at: 

https://nctcog.org/envir/committees/trinity-river-national-water-trail-task-force

https://nctcog.org/envir/committees/trinity-river-national-water-trail-task-force


Meeting Agenda

1. Welcome and Meeting Purpose

2. Community Showcase: Trinity River Waterwheels 

Initiative ïNixalis Benitez, City of Fort Worth

3. State of the Trail: Belt Line Road Launch Site Update 

ïDuane Strawn, City of Grand Prairie

4. Trail Usage & Promotion Strategies ïTeresa 

Patterson, Dale Harris, & Steve Smith, Trinity 

Coalition

5. Regional Trail Branding & Wayfinding Project ï

Shawn Conrad, NCTCOG

6. Task Force Roundtable

7. Upcoming Opportunities





Trinity RiverWaterwheels Initiative
CodeComplianceðEnvironmental Quality Division

C O - S P O N S O RS
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What isaWaterwheel?
A waterwheelisapollution-control,wheel-basedmachinethat isplaced  

in flowingwaterwaysto collectandremovefloatablepollution.

A waterwheelcan  

removemore than

50,000 pounds
of solidwasteper day .

Thatõsaboutthe size  

of 2 ½garbagetrucks.The waterwheel measures 52' long, 24' wide  
with a wheelthat is14' in diameterand3' wide.

Photosandstatisticscourtesyof ClearwaterMillsLLC.(2013)ClearwaterMillsSustainableEnvironmentalTechnologies.www.clearwatermills.com

http://www.clearwatermills.com/
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Benefitsof a Waterwheel

Collectstrash and litter from rivers andstreams

Improves the aestheticsand the usability of waterways

Improves aquatic ecosystemsfor fish and wildlife  

Usessolarpowerïasustainableenergy source

Providesan opportunity to educate the generalpublic about  
the problem of pollution

Inspires people to becomeapart of the solution to end litter
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Importance of Protecting Our  
Water Quality

Providesdrinking water for  
Fort Worth and customers  
cities

Supportsefforts for economic  
development

Contributes to positive  
community appeal,appearance  
andoverall quality of life

Provideshabitat for aquatic life  
andrecreation
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WaterwheelLocations

PurceyStreet Outfall

HendersonStreet Bridge
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ProjectedImpact
Waterwheelsare a proven, sustainable,lower-cost technology to clean  our valuableTrinity
River.

755,558

PlasticBags

12,109,248

Cigarett e  
Butts

1,278,972

Foam  
Containers

1,256,194

PlasticBottles

1,561 tons of trash and debris:

*data excerpted from Baltimore, MD Healthy Harbor Initiative

+ + +
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Cost &Operations

Cost perwaterwheel

$597,000

(2x) =$1.2M

AnnualOperationalCosts

Approximately $50,000

ÅDaily,weeklyand monthly
systemcheckswith annual
systemaudits.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RkQbcrzyAeE

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RkQbcrzyAeE


How will you help?

Questions?

C O - S P O N S O RS



Grand Prairie Belt Line Launch Site Update

Duane Strawn 

Director





TRA Construction Timeline

ÅBegin construction early 2023

ÅComplete construction early 2025



State of The 

Winter 2022



Trinity River National 

Water Trail 

Ô One of 33 in the nation

Ô https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationaltrailssystem/n
ational-water-trails-system.htm

Ô Select ñFind Your National Water Trailò up pops 33 
Icons

ÅSelect Trinity River Paddling Trail 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationaltrailssystem/national-water-trails-system.htm


Paddling Trail Status February 2022

Ô Currently 20 out of 21 launch sites are open.

ÔOne launch is getting difficult to use.

Ô All but 2 sections are 4-6 mile in length

ÔOne 12 mile section

ÔOne 24 mile section  

Ô Plans are in the works for three new launch sites

ÔBelt Line Rd. in Grand Prairie

ÔVeridian Lake Development in Arlington 

ÔRiverside Park in Fort Worth



Paddling Trail Status February 2022

Ô Trinity Coalition was asked to participate in two activities by the National Park Service:

ÔPublic Comment for National Water Trail Application Questions

ÔWebinar panel member for National Water Trail Application Process

Ô Hired a part-time Water Trail Manager / Teresa Patterson

ÔManage TC WEB Site and Facebook Sites 

ÔRiver cleanups and fund raising

ÔCorrespondence with local cities and non-profit groups 

Ô Four launch sites need repair or replacement

ÔMcInnish Park Boat Ramp ïTemporarily repaired 

Ô Loop 12 Boat Ramp ïclosed for safety concerns

ÔMoore Park ïstill usable but overgrown 

ÔRiver Legacy ïlimited use / may need replacement



Examples of Repairs to be Undertaken

Cracked and unsupported / 

Too steep to use/ unsafe

Temporary Repair  / September 2021

Useable at low water but still needs to be 

replaced

McInnish Park Boat Ramp



Examples of Repairs to be Undertaken

Ô Armoring upstream 

and downstream has 

broken loose. Ramp 

itself still in working 

order.

Loop 12 Boat Ramp



Examples of Repairs to be Undertaken

Loop 12 Boat Ramp
Upstream side 

Loop 12 Park Boat Ramp
Downstream side 



Examples of Repairs to be Undertaken

Beautiful concrete pathway / appears to 

be ADA capable. This picture was on our 

NPS Water Trail application

Now in need of vegetation and silt removal

Moore Park



Examples of Repairs to be Undertaken

The ramp is in need of vegetation 

removal and silt removalThe actual ramp into the river. This picture 

was on our NPS Water Trail application

Moore Park Boat Ramp



Examples of Repairs to be Undertaken

A little steep . Still in use. Launch does not go completely down to the 
water.  The steps lead to the water level for a 
temporary launch from the bank. 

River Legacy



Examples of Repairs to be Undertaken

From the parking lot to the river bank . From the top of the river bank

to the water is a little rough.

Henderson Street Launch.



Typical Users of the Canoe / Kayak Launches 

Ô Trinity River National Water Trail Users

Ô The number one users are kayakers with Utility Kayaks. 

ÔIõm guessing 70%. 

ÔUtility Kayak is wide, stable, a little bulky and heavy.

ÔRecreation and fishing.

ÔMany users have a kayak cart and need a smooth path to the water.

Ô The remaining users are SUPs, Specific purpose kayaks (touring, whitewater), 

small row boats, tubers and some power boats. 

12 ft utility 
kayak



Paddling Trail Usage Feb 2022

ÔTrinity River National Water Trail 

Ô The trail has been usable since mid-July.

Ô In early September 2021 Texas Canoe and 

Kayak Racing Association conducted a canoe 

and kayak race from Hebron Parkway to 

California Crossing Park.

Ô All sections are clear and passable of any 

downed trees and log jams. 

Ô One large trash jam has not yet been cleared.

ÔIt is located at the mouth of Joeôs Creek and 

the Elm Fork. 

Ô TRNWT is still interested in organizing a 

volunteer program to help cleanup the launch 

sites.



TC Web Site Tools / Interactive Map


