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Texas Department of Transportation 
DEWITI C. GREER STATE HIGHWAY BLDG.• 125 E. 11TH STREET· AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701-2483. (512) 463-8585 

August 31, 2009 

Ms. Christie Jestis 
Program Manager 
Transportation Project Programming Area 
North Central Texas Council of Governments 
616 Six Flags Drive, Centerpoint Two 
Arlington, Texas 76011 

Dear Ms. Jestis: 

The Texas Department of Transportation is pleased to support your application for funds under 
the Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) discretionary grant 
program for the regional rail Trinity Transit connectors project in Tarrant and Dallas Counties. 
Should you receive funding under this program, our agency will work with you closely to 
expedite the project. 

We appreciate the importance of the regional rail Trinity Transit connectors project for your 
region and assure you that it holds statewide priority as well because it provides links to a 
regional transIt system for Tarrant and Dallas Counties and will stimulate the economy of the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area. 

As you may know, each state is eligible to receive a maximum of $300 million in total funding 
through this program. After reviewing your request, our agency has concluded that this project 
could compete favorably for these limited resources and have confirmed that your proposal 
meets the following criteria of the program: 

• long-term outcomes: economic competitiveness, livability, sustainability, safety 
• jobs creation/economic stimulus 
• partnership 

We appreciate your ongoing involvement in Texas transportation. Our staff is prepared to assist 
you if you need help in finalizing your application. If you have additional questions or need more 
information, please contact me at (512) 305-9501, or your staff may contact Robin Ayers, 
Congressional Liaison in our Government and Public Affairs Division, at (512) 463-8345. 

Sincerely, A 
A~:::Z' Jr., p.r
Executive Director 

cc: Texas Transportation Commission 
Robin Ayers, Government and Public Affairs Division, TxDOT 
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THOMAS C. LEPPERT
MAYOR

September 11, 2009

The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary of Transportation
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: TIGER Discretionary Grant Application - Regional Trinity Transit Connectors

Dear Secretary LaHood:

I am pleased to support the North Central Texas Council of Governments efforts to secure funding through the
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Discretionary Grant for Regional Trinity
Transit Connectors in Dallas and Fort Worth.

This project will provide expanded transit opportunities in the urban cores of both cities, promoting sustainable
growth and redevelopment. The proposed transportation improvements will improve air quality, transportation
linkages, pedestrian access and safety, while decreasing both traffic congestion, air pollution, and will create
opportunities for pedestrian-oriented or mixed use development in Dallas’ Oak Cliff neighborhood and Fort
Worth’s CBD Employment Center.

On behalf of the City of Dallas, I respectfully request and thank you in advance for considering the application
to the 2009 ARRA TIGER Call for Projects.

Tom Leppert
Mayor

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR CTTY HALL 1500 MARLLA ST. 5EN DALLASTEXAS 75201 TELEPHONE 214670—4054 FAX 214-870-0646



FORT WORTH TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 
1600 E. Lancaster Avenue   Fort Worth, Texas 76102   (817) 215-8709  (817) 215-8700 

 
 
September 3, 2009 
 
 
 
Secretary Ray LaHood 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Re:  Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs to Neighborhoods Rail Linkages – TIGER Grant  
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
The Fort Worth Transportation Authority (The T) supports the Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs to Neighborhoods 
Rail Linkages project for funding through the 2009 TIGER Program.  This exciting project will link diverse urban 
neighborhoods and the downtowns of both cities by leveraging the existing Trinity Railway Express commuter rail 
service through the implementation of the first phase of a new modern streetcar system in both Dallas and Fort 
Worth.   
 
While extending the reach of an existing limited regional rail service into the central city areas of both Dallas and 
Fort Worth, the TIGER grant will specifically provide the needed funding to construct a downtown Fort Worth 
modern streetcar circulator and associated Trinity River Vision bridges.  Funding the first-phase downtown loop is 
the crucial first step in establishing a network of streetcars serving the central city area of Fort Worth. 
 
Connecting Fort Worth’s central city neighborhoods to job locations within Fort Worth is important in its own 
right.  However, the Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs to Neighborhoods Rail Linkages project will have even 
greater impact than this.  By extending the walkable reach of employees, residents, and visitors throughout the city 
centers of both Dallas and Fort Worth, the project will increase regional access to jobs from disadvantaged 
neighborhoods, while accelerating economic redevelopment and facilitating mixed-income housing opportunities 
throughout the region. 
 
Fort Worth’s streetcar system will be a strong catalyst for the types of walkable, high-density, mixed-use 
neighborhoods needed to attain the goal of a more sustainable future for our country.  Furthermore, inclusion of the 
Trinity River Vision bridges will provide essential access to one of those neighborhoods, an area targeted for 
extensive brownfields redevelopment known as Trinity Uptown. 
 
The Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs to Neighborhoods Rail Linkages project will support and energize Fort 
Worth’s existing policies and programs – as described in its 2010 Comprehensive Plan – which promote the 
revitalization and sustainable redevelopment of our central city.  Please support our efforts to improve economic 
opportunities for all residents, and the sustainability of our region, by funding the Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs 
to Neighborhoods Rail Linkages project.  Thanks so much for your kind attention and consideration. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
 
Richard L. Ruddell 
President/Executive Director   
 










