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The Honorable Ray LaHood

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington DC, 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

I believe that intelligent transportation and infrastructure investments are a great way to
boost local and regional economies. I am writing to support funding applications for such
investments in my district.

The North Central Texas Council of Governments’ (COG) Regional Transportation
Council, which is the transportation arm of my region’s metropolitan planning organization, will
soon submit its list of transportation and infrastructure projects that it deems eligible and worthy
of receiving Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) funding from
the U.S. Department of Transportation.

I wish to express my support for the COG’s list, particularly the projects impacting my
district. I hope that you will give these projects particular consideration as the Department
reviews projects for discretionary grants under the TIGER program.

1) Regional Accessibility to Downtown Dallas and Fort Worth — This joint project
request between the City of Dallas and the City of Fort Worth proposes the complete
integration of housing, employment and rail transit through the linkage of respective
downtowns and their urban neighborhoods. This project meets 100 percent of the
TIGER criteria as part of the Livability Principles, established by DOT, HUD and
EPA. The grant would fund the final design and construction of modern streetcar
systems and bridge crossings across the Trinity River in each city to link mixed use
neighborhoods with employment centers. The City of Fort Worth is committing over
$90 million toward this project.

2) IH 35W /IH 820 Interchange — This joint project request combines efforts of 22
public and private entities to improve links between residents and jobs, and increases
the reliability of transportation systems by relieving congestion in a major access
point to an area with expanding industrial and employment opportunities.

3) Tower 55 At-Grade Improvement Project — Tower 55 is one of the busiest at-grade
rail intersections in the U.S. This project, which has been planned by public and
private sector partners, would improve transportation efficiency for hundreds of
businesses and thousands of passengers that rely on cost-effective rail in the region.
This project would accommodate a more than 33 percent increase in train counts
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versus current volumes, directly impacting 1,400 jobs and resulting in nearly $210
million in economic impact. Once rail improvements are constructed, all
maintenance would be privately funded.

4) SH 121 (Southwest Parkway) from South of Overton Ridge Blvd. to Altamesa
Blvd. — The Southwest Parkway is part of a regionally planned freeway/tollway
system that, in anticipation of the opening of this roadway, has attracted commercial,
mixed use developments that are expected to contribute to the local tax base and
economic growth of south Fort Worth. This section of the project would create
approximately 3,500 jobs in the local community and would construct a six-lane
tollway. The Parkway will utilize several innovative solutions such as the Intelligent
Transportation Systems and All-Electronic Toll Collections to support a
transportation system that avoids the delays due to traditional toll booth conditions.
Completion of such a project would enable commuting workers better, more reliable
transportation alternatives into Fort Worth’s downtown business center.

5) SH 121/DFW Connector from Tarrant County Line to near Denton Creek — This
project, located adjacent to Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport, provides needed
congestion relief and enhances connections between residents and retail, commercial
and industrial jobs. By adding six lanes to the existing four freeway lanes, the
improved transportation connections will promote further industrial and retail
development at D/FW Airport and in nearby commercial, industrial and retail
complexes.

6) TH 30 HOV Managed Lanes — A priority for the regional mobility plan, this project
adds toll gantries and direct connections to fully implement HOV/managed lanes in
the TH 30 corridor, which connects the metropolitan cities of Fort Worth and Dallas,
TX. This project would improve interstate capacity by moving high occupancy and
express traffic to HOV/managed lanes and improving goods movement and
commuter transportation to spur economic growth. Further, this project will reduce
traffic collisions, congestion, and will improve air quality.

Thank you for your consideration of these projects, which will greatly improve the lives
of my constituents. Please do not hesitate to contact me or Rachel Carter on my staff at 202-225-
5071 should you have any questions or require additional information.
/
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August 31, 2009

Ms. Christie Jestis

Program Manager

Transportation Project Programming Area
North Central Texas Council of Governments
616 Six Flags Drive, Centerpoint Two
Arlington, Texas 76011

Dear Ms. Jdestis:

The Texas Department of Transportation is pleased to support your application for funds under
the Transporiation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) discretionary grant
program for the regional rail Trinity Transit connectors project in Tarrant and Dallas Counties.
Should you receive funding under this program, our agency will work with you closely to
expedite the project.

We appreciate the importance of the regional rail Trinity Transit connectors project for your
region and assure you that it hoids statewide priority as well because it provides links to a
regional transit system for Tarrant and Dallas Counties and will stimulate the economy of the
Dallas-Fort Worth area.

As you may know, each state is eligible to receive a maximum of $300 million in total funding
through this program. After reviewing your request, our agency has concluded that this project
could compete favorably for these limited resources and have confirmed that your proposal
meets the following criteria of the program:

» long-term outcomes: economic competitiveness, livability, sustainability, safety

* jobs creation/economic stimulus

s partnership

We appreciate your ongoing involvement in Texas transportation. Our staff is prepared to assist
you if you need help in finalizing your application. If you have additional questions or need more
information, please contact me at (512) 305-8501, or your staff may contact Robin Ayers,
Congressional Liaison in our Government and Public Affairs Division, at (512) 463-8345.

Sincerely,
Amadeo Saenz, Jr., P.E.
Executive Director

cC: Texas Transportation Commission
Robin Ayers, Government and Public Affairs Division, TxDOT

THE TEXAS PLAN
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September 9, 2009

The Honorable Ray LaHood

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Re: Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs to Neighborhoods Rail Linkages — TIGER Grant

Dear Mr. Secretary:

On behalf of the City Council and citizens of Fort Worth, strongly endorse the Dallas-Fort
Worth Regional Jobs to Neighborhoods Rail Linkages project for funding through the 2009
TIGER Program. This exciting project will link diverse urban nei ghborhoods and the
downtowns of both cities by leveraging the existing Trinity Railway Express commuter rail
service through the implementation of the first phase of a new modern streetcar system in both
Dallas and Fort Worth.

While extending the reach of an existing limited regional rail service into the central city areas of
both Dallas and Fort Worth, the TIGER grant will specifically provide the needed funding to
construct a downtown Fort Worth modern streetcar circulator and associated Trinity River
Vision bridges. Funding the first-phase downtown loop is the crucial first step in establishing a
network of streetcars serving the central city area of Fort Worth.

Connecting Fort Worth’s central city neighborhoods to job locations within Fort Worth is
important in its own right. However, the Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs to Neighborhoods
Rail Linkages project will have even greater impact than this. By extending the walkable reach
of employees, residents, and visitors throughout the city centers of both Dallas and Fort Worth,
the project will increase regional access to jobs from disadvantaged neighborhoods, while
accelerating economic redevelopment and facilitating mixed-income housing opportunities
throughout the region.

Fort Worth’s streetcar system will be a strong catalyst for the types of walkable, high-density,
mixed-use neighborhoods needed to attain the goal of a more sustainable future for our country.
Furthermore, inclusion of the Trinity River Vision bridges will provide essential access to one of
those neighborhoods, an area targeted for extensive brownfields redevelopment known as Trinity
Uptown.

MIKE MONCRIEF, MAYOR

517-392-6118 * Fax 817-392-2409
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Secretary Ray LaHood
Page 2

The Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs to Neighborhoods Rail Linkages project will support and
energize Fort Worth’s existing policies and programs — as described in its 2010 Comprehensive
Plan — which promote the revitalization and sustainable redevelopment of our central city.
Please support our efforts to improve economic opportunities for all residents, and the
sustainability of our region, by funding the Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs to Neighborhoods
Rail Linkages project. Thanks so much for your kind attention and consideration.

Sincerely,

Mike Moncrief
Mayor



THOMAS C. LEPPERT
MAYOR

September 11, 2009

The Honorable Ray LaHood

Secretary of Transportation

United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: TIGER Discretionary Grant Application - Regional Trinity Transit Connectors

Dear Secretary LaHood:

I am pleased to support the North Central Texas Council of Governments efforts to secure funding through the
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Discretionary Grant for Regional Trinity
Transit Connectors in Dallas and Fort Worth.

This project will provide expanded transit opportunities in the urban cores of both cities, promoting sustainable
growth and redevelopment. The proposed transportation improvements will improve air quality, transportation
linkages, pedestrian access and safety, while decreasing both traffic congestion, air pollution, and will create
opportunities for pedestrian-oriented or mixed use development in Dallas’ Oak Cliff neighborhood and Fort
Worth’'s CBD Employment Center.

On behalf of the City of Dallas, | respectfully request and thank you in advance for considering the application
to the 2009 ARRA TIGER Call for Projects.

Sincerely,

Tom Leppert
Mayor

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR  CITY HALL 1500 MARILLA 8T 5EN DALLAS TEXAS 75201 TELEPHONE 214-870-4054 FAX 214-870-0848



FORT WORTH TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
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September 3, 2009

Secretary Ray LaHood

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs to Neighborhoods Rail Linkages — TIGER Grant
Dear Secretary LaHood:

The Fort Worth Transportation Authority (The T) supports the Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs to Neighborhoods
Rail Linkages project for funding through the 2009 TIGER Program. This exciting project will link diverse urban
neighborhoods and the downtowns of both cities by leveraging the existing Trinity Railway Express commuter rail
service through the implementation of the first phase of a new modern streetcar system in both Dallas and Fort
Worth.

While extending the reach of an existing limited regional rail service into the central city areas of both Dallas and
Fort Worth, the TIGER grant will specifically provide the needed funding to construct a downtown Fort Worth
modern streetcar circulator and associated Trinity River Vision bridges. Funding the first-phase downtown loop is
the crucial first step in establishing a network of streetcars serving the central city area of Fort Worth.

Connecting Fort Worth’s central city neighborhoods to job locations within Fort Worth is important in its own
right. However, the Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs to Neighborhoods Rail Linkages project will have even
greater impact than this. By extending the walkable reach of employees, residents, and visitors throughout the city
centers of both Dallas and Fort Worth, the project will increase regional access to jobs from disadvantaged
neighborhoods, while accelerating economic redevelopment and facilitating mixed-income housing opportunities
throughout the region.

Fort Worth’s streetcar system will be a strong catalyst for the types of walkable, high-density, mixed-use
neighborhoods needed to attain the goal of a more sustainable future for our country. Furthermore, inclusion of the
Trinity River Vision bridges will provide essential access to one of those neighborhoods, an area targeted for
extensive brownfields redevelopment known as Trinity Uptown.

The Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs to Neighborhoods Rail Linkages project will support and energize Fort
Worth’s existing policies and programs — as described in its 2010 Comprehensive Plan — which promote the
revitalization and sustainable redevelopment of our central city. Please support our efforts to improve economic
opportunities for all residents, and the sustainability of our region, by funding the Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs
to Neighborhoods Rail Linkages project. Thanks so much for your kind attention and consideration.

Respectfully,

RS jedt?y

Richard L. Ruddell
President/Executive Director



September 3, 2009 Downtown
FortWorth, Inc.

Secretary Ray LaHood

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs to Neighborhoods Rail Linkages — TIGER Grant
Dear Secretary LaHood:

The purpose of this letter is to strongly endorse the Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs to Neighborhoods
Rail Linkages project for funding through the 2009 TIGER Program. This exciting project will link
diverse urban neighborhoods and the downtowns of both cities by leveraging the existing Trinity Railway
Express commuter rail service through the implementation of the first phase of a new modern streetcar
system in both Dallas and Fort Worth.

While extending the reach of an existing limited regional rail service into the central city areas of both
Dallas and Fort Worth, the TIGER grant will specifically provide the needed funding to construct a
downtown Fort Worth modern streetcar circulator and associated Trinity River Vision bridges. Funding
the first-phase downtown loop is the crucial first step in establishing a network of streetcars serving the
central city area of Fort Worth.

Connecting Fort Worth’s central city neighborhoods to job locations within Fort Worth is important in its
own right. However, the Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs to Neighborhoods Rail Linkages project will
have even greater impact than this. By extending the walkable reach of employees, residents, and visitors
throughout the city centers of both Dallas and Fort Worth, the project will increase regional access to jobs
from disadvantaged neighborhoods, while accelerating economic redevelopment and facilitating mixed-
income housing opportunities throughout the region.

Fort Worth’s streetcar system will be a strong catalyst for the types of walkable, high-density, mixed-use
neighborhoods needed to attain the goal of a more sustainable future for our country. Furthermore,
inclusion of the Trinity River Vision bridges will provide essential access to one of those neighborhoods,
an area targeted for extensive brownfields redevelopment known as Trinity Uptown.

The Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs to Neighborhoods Rail Linkages project will support and energize
Fort Worth’s existing policies and programs — as described in its 2010 Comprehensive Plan — which
promote the revitalization and sustainable redevelopment of our central city. Please support our efforts to
improve economic opportunities for all residents, and the sustainability of our region, by funding the
Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs to Neighborhoods Rail Linkages project. Thanks so much for your kind
attention and consideration.

erely,

‘Andrew M. T;
President

777 Taylor Street, Suite 100 Fort Worth, Texas 76102-4908 (817) 870-1692 Fax (817) 335-3113 www.dfwi.org



BARBARA HOLSTON
Exacutive Director

Fort Worta Housing AUTHORITY

"Investing in the Community”

September 1, 2009

Secretary Ray LalHood

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs to Neighborhoods Rail Linkages — TIGER Grant
Dear Secretary LaHood:

The Fort Worth Housing Authority (the Housing Authority) wholeheartedly supports the
proposed Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs to Neighborhoods Rail Linkages project. This
exciting project will link diverse urban neighborhoods and the downtowns of these
historic cities. Additionally, Fort Worth’s streetcar system will be a strong catalyst for
the types of walkable, high-density, mixed-use neighborhoods long advocated by the
Housing Authority, and vital to the attainment of a more sustainable future for our
country.

Most importantly for our clients, this project will positively impact low-income
neighborhoods in Fort Worth by 1) stimulating the local economy, 2) creating an
affordable transportation option in four economically disadvantaged areas of the city,
3)increasing local access to regional jobs and services, and 4) substantially expanding
opportunities for the development of future mixed-income communities.

After reviewing particulars of the proposed project we find that it adheres to the
principles of the 2010 Community Plan, and supports the Housing Authority’s mission
to: provide quality affordable housing in a living environment that integrates low-and
moderate-income individuals and families into the greater community without
discrimination; and to creating economic opportunities for our program participants to
become self-sufficient.

For the reasons enumerated above, the Fort Worth Housing Authority strongly endorses
the proposed Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs to Neighborhoods Rail Linkages project.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input during your review process.

Sincerely,

5wc£m4/&&zf;aw

Barbara Holston
President and CEQ

MAILING: PO. 80X 430.EQORT WORTH, TEXAS 76101
OFFICE: 1201 EAST 13TH STREET FORT WORTH, TEXAS 75102  TEL: {817) 336-240 FAX: (BN7) 332-4830
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September 3, 2009

Secretary Ray LaHood

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs to Neighborhoods Rail Linkages — TIGER Grant
Dear Secretary LaHood:

The purpose of this letter is to strongly endorse the Dallas-Fort Worth Regional
Jobs to Neighborhoods Rail Linkages project for funding through the 2009 TIGER
Program. This exciting project will link diverse urban neighborhoods and the
downtowns of both cities by leveraging the existing Trinity Railway Express
commuter rail service through the implementation of the first phase of a new
modern streetcar system in both Dallas and Fort Worth.

While extending the reach of an existing limited regional rail service into the
central city areas of both Dallas and Fort Worth, the TIGER grant will specifically
provide the needed funding to construct a downtown Fort Worth modern streetcar
circulator and associated Trinity River Vision bridges. Funding the first-phase
downtown loop is the crucial first step in establishing a network of streetcars
serving the central city area of Fort Worth.

Connecting Fort Worth’s central city neighborhoods to job locations within Fort
Worth is important in its own right. However, the Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Jobs
to Neighborhoods Rail Linkages project will have even greater impact than this.

By extending the walkable reach of employees, residents, and visitors throughout
the city centers of both Dallas and Fort Worth, the project will increase regional
access to jobs from disadvantaged neighborhoods, while accelerating economic
redevelopment and facilitating mixed-income housing opportunities throughout the
region.

Fort Worth’s streetcar system will be a strong catalyst for the types of walkable,
high-density, mixed-use neighborhoods needed to attain the goal of a more
sustainable future for our country. Furthermore, inclusion of the Trinity River
Vision bridges will provide essential access to one of those neighborhoods, an area
targeted for extensive brownfields redevelopment known as Trinity Uptown.

Fort Worth Southside Development District, Inc., 1606 Mistletoe Boulevard, Fort Worth, Texas 76104

Phone (817) 923-1649, Fax 923-1658, paul@fortworthsouth.org





