
Trinity River National 
Water Trail Task Force
May 16, 2022



Welcome and Introductions

 Thanks for attending!
 Please introduce yourself in the chat box.
 Please mute your line.
 Unmute your line when you would like to speak during question 

and discussion time. 
We will also watch the chat box for questions

Materials from past meetings can be viewed at: 
https://nctcog.org/envir/committees/trinity-river-national-water-trail-task-force

https://nctcog.org/envir/committees/trinity-river-national-water-trail-task-force


Meeting Agenda
1. Welcome and Meeting Purpose
2. State of the Trail

 Status of Launch Sites. – Teresa Patterson, Dale Harris, & 
Steve Smith, Trinity Coalition

• Update on Grand Prairie Launch Site. – Duane Strawn, City of 
Grand Prairie

 Dedication of the National Water Trail on National Trails 
Day. - Teresa Patterson, Dale Harris, & Steve Smith, 
Trinity Coalition

 Corporate Sponsored River Cleanups. – Teresa Patterson, 
Trinity Coalition

3. Trash Free Texas Pladdling Initiative. – Crysta Guzman, 
NCTCOG

4. Task Force Roundtable
5. Upcoming Opportunities





Launch Site Update: City of Grand Prairie’s 
Belt Line Road Launch















State of The 

Winter 2022



Trinity River National 
Water Trail 

 One of 33 in the nation
 https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationaltrailssystem/n

ational-water-trails-system.htm
 Select “Find Your National Water Trail” up pops 33 

Icons

• Select Trinity River Paddling Trail 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationaltrailssystem/national-water-trails-system.htm


Paddling Trail Status February 2022

 Currently 20 out of 21 launch sites are open.
 Two launch sites are getting difficult to use.

 All but 2 sections are 4-6 mile in length
 One 12 mile section
 One 24 mile section  

 Plans are in the works for three new launch sites
 Beltline Rd. in Grand Prairie
 Veridian Lake Development in Arlington 
 Riverside Park in Fort Worth



Paddling Trail Status February 2022
 Trinity Coalition is the recipient of the following awards regarding Beatification and 

Maintenance of local parks, rivers and streams, 2 awarded recently:
 Texan by Nature Conservation Wrangler

 Green Source DFW 2021 Green Project of the Year

 Keep Grand Prairie Beautiful 1st place Water based cleanup tonnage

 Volunteer Group of the Year, City of Dallas Parks 

 Two launch sites need a long term plan for replacement:
 McInnish Park Boat Ramp –Temporarily repaired 

 River Legacy – plan to use Viridian canoe and kayak launch

 Two launch sites need immediate attention:
 Loop 12 Boat Ramp – closed for safety concerns

 Moore Park – still usable but overgrown 



Paddling Trail Status May 2022
 Trinity River cleanups: 

 This spring we’ve had four corporate sponsored river cleanups. 20 to 40 people each.

 Trinity Coalition created a standard practice / program document for river cleanups.

 We plan to support corporate sponsored cleanup throughout the summer. 

 Trinity Coalition is planning grand opening ceremonies for 
the national Water Trail
 Planning meetings have started with Lewisville. 

 Dallas, Fort Worth and Irving are interested.

 Beautification and maintenance letters sent out to Dallas, 
Fort Worth, Irving, and Lewisville.
 Lewisville is interested and reviewing our proposal

 Arlington responded they will do their own cleanups.

 Carrollton will follow Dallas’s plan. 



Paddling Trail Usage May 2022

 Trinity River National Water Trail 
 The trail has been usable for 9 months straight, mid-July 

2021 to early May 2022.
 In early spring 2022 Texas Canoe and Kayak Racing 

Association conducted a canoe and kayak race from 
Hebron Parkway to California Crossing Park.

 All sections are clear and passable of any downed trees 
and log jams. 

 One large trash jam has not yet been cleared.
 It is located at the mouth of Joe’s Creek and the Elm 

Fork. 
 TRNWT notified the local cities that we offer a volunteer 

program to help cleanup the launch sites.

Ready to Launch!
Hebron Parkway Launch
November 2021



TC Web Site Tools / Interactive Map



TC Web Site Tools / Water Levels 

Friday, May 13th / 2920 CFS



Interfacing with the Paddling Public

 Trinity Coalition maintains 4 social media sites:
 Trinity Coalition Web Site  

 Interactive map / water levels / interactive dialog

 Trinity Coalition Facebook Page / trail information and status.
 Trinity River Paddling Trail Association FB Group Page / 1,900+ 

 Multiple paddling clubs follow us / 12,000+

 Constant dialog about the paddling trail; 

 Trinity Coalition Meetup page / 4,000 paddlers
 Event scheduling and reservations

 Communication and feedback

Trash cleanup at Walnut Creek 



Paddle Trail / Future Goals
 Identify funding for and add 3 or 4 new launch sites on the main trail
 Identify funding for and add 2 or 3 new launch sites on the West Fork.
 Create a multi-year improvement program with each city.
 Create a volunteer beautification program with each city. 
 Extend the trail to Lake Ray Roberts through Lake Lewisville and the Greenbelt Park.
 Identify area creeks and tributaries launch points and safety data for each.
 Researching a way to mitigate Lock & Dam 1 in southern Dallas. 



Community Showcase: Trash Free Texas: 
Recreation and Litter Cleanup Pilot 

Program



RECREATION AND LITTER 
CLEANUP PILOT PROGRAM

May 16, 2022
Trinity River National Water Trail 
Task Force Meeting



TrashFreeTexas.org

Trash Free Waters Project

Project Partners and Regions:



TrashFreeTexas.org

Trash Free Waters Project

Tasks and Goals of the Trash Free Waters Project:
• Promote the use of the Trash Free Texas (TFT) website statewide -

www.trashfreetexas.org

• Increase the Adopt-a-Spot cleanup locations on TFT from as 

many entities as possible

• Compile a Local Government Trash Reduction and Educational 

Toolkit on the TFT website

• Develop a toolkit for new, engaging litter cleanup activities 

http://www.trashfreetexas.org/
https://www.trashfreetexas.org/volunteer
https://www.trashfreetexas.org/lgtr-toolkit


TrashFreeTexas.org

What is plogging, plalking, pliking and pladdling?

• Plogging = picking up litter while jogging
• Plalking = picking up litter while walking
• Pliking = picking up litter while hiking or biking
• Pladdling = picking up litter while paddling

• The objective is to exercise while making your surroundings litter-free.

• You don’t need a big cleanup event to make a difference, you can start incorporating picking up 
litter into daily activities!



TrashFreeTexas.org

Resources 
1) Educational Pladdling Signage for Parks and 

Launch Points
Option 1 Option 2



TrashFreeTexas.org

Resources 

2) QR code "How To“ Instruction Sheet



TrashFreeTexas.org

Resources

3) Plogging/Pladdling Campaign Toolkit:
• Planning Your Event

• Cleanup event checklists for plogging/pladdling
• Promoting Your Event

• Social Media Toolkit 
• Plogging/pladdling “How-To” Guides

• Hosting Your Event
• Event sign-in sheets, safety info, volunteer 

certificate, day of checklist 
• Results

• Tracking and reporting, Texas Litter Database
• Finding Partners 
• Promoting Success 



TrashFreeTexas.org

Resources

3) “Pladdling” Campaign Toolkit:
• Promoting Your Event

• Pladdling How-To Guides



TrashFreeTexas.org

Plogging Toolkit & Resource Pilot

• We’re looking for volunteers to help us test and pilot these 
resources!

• Who: Local governments, KTB Affiliates, paddling or recreation 
groups 

• Pilot Period: May – September 2022 

• Feedback Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZC8W2H9

• Feedback Deadline: October 1, 2022  

Contact Crysta Guzman, cguzman@nctcog.org. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZC8W2H9
mailto:cguzman@nctcog.org


TrashFreeTexas.org

Let’s Get Social! 

• The Trash Free Texas team is now posting regularly to Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram! 

• Follow us on social media and tag @trashfreetexas on your litter cleanup 
posts! 

https://www.instagram.com/trashfreetexas/

https://www.facebook.com/TrashFreeTexas

https://twitter.com/TrashFreeTexas

https://www.instagram.com/trashfreetexas/
https://www.facebook.com/TrashFreeTexas
https://twitter.com/TrashFreeTexas


TrashFreeTexas.org

Contact Connect

Crysta Guzman
Environment & Development Planner II
North Central Texas Council of Governments
cguzman@nctcog.org
817.695.9107

Cassidy Campbell
Program Manager
North Central Texas Council of Governments
ccampbell@nctcog.org
817.608.2368

Kendall Guidroz
Planner
Houston-Galveston Area Council 
Kendall.Guidroz@h-gac.com
713.993.2469

Trash Free Texas
https://www.trashfreetexas.org/

https://www.instagram.com/trashfreetexas/

https://twitter.com/TrashFreeTexas

https://www.facebook.com/TrashFreeTexas

NCTCOG’s Trash Free Waters Project Webpage
https://nctcog.org/trashfreewaters

H-GAC Trash Free Waters Project Webpage
https://www.h-gac.com/water-outreach-and-
engagement/trash-free-texas

mailto:cguzman@nctcog.org
mailto:ccampbell@nctcog.org
mailto:Kendall.Guidroz@h-gac.com
https://www.trashfreetexas.org/
https://www.instagram.com/trashfreetexas/
https://twitter.com/TrashFreeTexas
https://www.facebook.com/TrashFreeTexas
https://nctcog.org/trashfreewaters
https://www.h-gac.com/water-outreach-and-engagement/trash-free-texas


Task Force Roundtable
Please raise your hand and unmute yourself to 

contribute to the roundtable discussion.

Discussion Items:
1. Determining ongoing Task Force representation from partner 

communities and organizations.
2. Ribbon-cutting ceremonies and paddling events at additional 

communities along the National Water Trail.



Upcoming Events & Opportunities

INPUT NEEDED: Name and Branding for the Fort Worth to Dallas Regional Trail
A Public Feedback Forum is now open for individuals to choose from two proposed trail 
names and logos! Respondents can also identify trail destinations of interest. The Forum can 
be accessed at: FortWorthtoDallasTrail.com. 
Public Feedback Forum will be open through late May. Questions and additional feedback 
may be directed to Shawn Conrad at SConrad@nctcog.org. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Community Showcase for August Meeting
Seeking suggestions and volunteers to present a Community Showcase for our next 
meeting. If interested, contact Jai-W Hayes-Jackson at Jhayes-Jackson@nctcog.org. 

View upcoming NCTCOG events at nctcog.org/envir/events

mailto:SConrad@nctcog.org
mailto:Jhayes-Jackson@nctcog.org
https://nctcog.org/envir/events


Contact   Connect

Facebook.com/TrinityRiverCoalition

Meetup.com/DFWPaddlesports

NCTCOG.org/Envir

Dale Harris
Trinity River Paddling Trail Chair
Trinity Coalition
dale@trinitycoalition.org
972.814.2633 

Jai-W Hayes-Jackson
Environment & Development Planner
North Central Texas Council of Governments
JHayes-Jackson@nctcog.org
817.695.9212

TrinityCoalition.org

Materials from past meetings can be viewed at: 
https://nctcog.org/envir/committees/trinity-river-national-water-trail-task-force

mailto:dale@trinitycoalition.org
mailto:JHayes-Jackson@nctcog.org
https://nctcog.org/envir/committees/trinity-river-national-water-trail-task-force
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