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Define Terms

Victim – someone who is being trafficked.

Survivor – someone who is no longer being trafficked.

DOT = Department of Transportation

Johns  perpetrator – abuser – criminal

Prevention-Disruption-Prosecution-Healing
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Today’s Session: What Are You Doing Here?

• Intention of this presentation is to outline the benefits of transportation 

organizations and increase participation of transportation organizations being 

involved with the prevention and disruption, healing of human trafficking.

• PART PROGRESS and PART PLOTS

• Encourage Pragmatic Passion

• Parable of the Talents
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Example stories

• Pedestrian

• Hotel

• Truck Stop

• Bridge Project
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Transportation

Therefore, those in the transportation industry have 
a responsibility in the fight against human 
trafficking.

“Great indeed are our opportunities; great also are 
our responsibilities.” William Wilberforce
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Transportation Travel Modes

• Passenger Vehicle

• Pick-ups

• Trucks

• Airplanes

• Trains

• Subways

• Buses

• Boats / Ferries

• Borders

• Rest Areas

• Others?
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Previous Answers
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Community

• Safe

• Livable

• Vibrant

• Other Attributes?
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Benefits of a State DOT being Part of the Fight





Benefits of State DOTs being Part of the Fight

• Partnerships

• Agency workers hold an array of positions
• Diverse geographies

• Safety-oriented workforce

• Frontline

• Interaction with state legislatures and governors

• You can train / teach DOT employees

• A culture of guidelines / rule implementation

• Large inventory of public spaces

• Stewards of data

• The majority of the business models used by 
traffickers intersect with transportation systems
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12Examples of the Reach of TxDOT



Contractors (Highway)

• Subcontractors

• Established political channels

• Labor force

• Safety-oriented

• A system of training / updates

• Another touch point for

     state DOTS to assist
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University Researchers

• Process data

• Bring together best / current practices

• Determine where gaps exist

• Develop training aids

• Channels to leverage each other’s work

• Know how to work on committees

• Write papers, journal articles, and thought pieces
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Some Work to Date

• New Transportation Research Board www.trb.org

• State DOT anti-trafficking coalition

• Funding for research

• (Federal Transit Administration, Federal Highway 

Administration, Tribal Nations, National Cooperative 

Research Program)

• Truckers Against Trafficking

• US DOT National Outreach Survey for Transportation

• NCHRP 20-121 / NCHRP 20-121A

• Journal Articles
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Awareness / Presentations / Articles / Podcasts



Transportation for Healing

• Bus service

• Rural service

• Subway

• Help getting home

• Gainful employment

• Behavioral and mental health services / benefits
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Action Steps

• Pass out a poster

• Fold clothes

• Attend another meeting

• Connect local coalitions with the transportation industry

• Connect local coalitions to university researchers

• Inform awareness and policies to contribute to prevention and disruption
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Mantra

IF YOU SEE SOMETHING

SAY SOMETHING
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Follow us on social media

Contributors and Sources for more information:

 Ms. Tara Alston

 Tara.Alston@dot.ohio.gov
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