
AGENDA 
 

Regional Transportation Council 
Legislative Workshop:  Orientation to Funding Principles 

Thursday, October 8, 2020 
11:30 am – 12:45 pm 

 
  1. Introductions 

  Action    Possible Action        Information 
Presenter:  Michael Morris, NCTCOG 
Item Summary: NCTCOG staff will provide the committee with an overview of the  

agenda and the workshop’s purpose. 
 

  2. Transit Operational Needs and Funding Initiative  
  Action    Possible Action        Information 
Presenters: Michael Morris and Rebekah Hernandez, NCTCOG 
Item Summary: NCTCOG staff will discuss regional transit matters and request 

feedback on various funding sources and the potential for a transit 
funding initiative during the upcoming legislative session.  

 
  3. Background on Formula Allocations 

  Action    Possible Action        Information 
Presenter:  Michael Morris, NCTCOG 
Item Summary:  NCTCOG staff will provide RTC members with an overview and 

background of current transportation funding formula allocations.  
A 2016 letter on this topic is provided in Electronic Item 3.     

 
  4. Implementation of Transportation Statutes  

  Action    Possible Action        Information 
Presenters: Michael Morris and Ken Kirkpatrick, NCTCOG 
Item Summary:  NCTCOG staff will provide RTC members with a review of current 

practices related to the implementation of provisions of the Texas 
Transportation Code. The debate centers around the status of DFW 
region protections as a result of a commitment to tolled managed 
lanes. This is often referred to as the Senator Shapiro amendment. 
The second refers to the magnitude of discretionary funds the Texas 
Transportation Commission has authority over. This is based in 
legislative history over 30 years and recent legislation in HB 20.  

 
  5. Review Draft Legislative Topics for the 87th Texas Legislature 

  Action    Possible Action        Information 
Presenter:  Rebekah Hernandez, NCTCOG 
Item Summary: RTC members will be provided with an overview of draft topics to 

include in the 2021 RTC State Legislative Program for the 87th Texas 
Legislature. Members will be encouraged to discuss issues to include 
for the 2021 legislative program. The draft 2021 RTC Legislative 
Program is included as Electronic Item 5.  

 
  6. Other Business (Old or New):  This item provides an opportunity for members to bring 

items of interest before the group.  
 



ELECTRONIC ITEM 3





DRAFT TOPICS FOR THE REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 
87TH TEXAS LEGISLATURE 

Adequately Fund Transportation and Utilize Tools 
• Ensure fair-share allocation of funds to metropolitan regions
• Identify additional revenue for transportation
• Support full appropriation of funding initiatives previously approved by the Legislature
• Allow for the ability to utilize tolling, managed lanes, debt financing and public-private

partnerships in large metropolitan regions through a local decision-making process
• Authorize the use of a Comprehensive Development Agreement for specific needed projects
• Work with MPOs to allow tolled managed lanes with restrictions

Improve Air Quality 
• Modernize and increase flexibility in the Local Initiative Projects (LIP) through a restricted

program focused on transportation and air quality improvements; appropriate LIRAP’s residual
balance of previously collected funds back to counties

• Appropriate and protect TERP revenue balance; ensure funds are utilized for projects that meet
the intent of the program and provide equity among fuel types

• Support system reliability, congestion relief, and encourage trip reduction strategies
• Support legislation that improves air quality

Pursue Innovation, Technology, and Safety 
• Utilize innovation in high-speed transportation, transit, autonomous vehicles, and freight
• Support the collaboration between local governments, the military, the State, and FAA to

advance regulations for the safe operations of unmanned aircraft vehicles
• Plan for shared mobility solutions; enable transportation data sharing and accessibility with

appropriate privacy protection
• Increase safety, including but not limited to texting while driving, speed limits, driving under the

influence, bicycle and pedestrian safety

Expand Transportation Options 
• Plan, fund, and support the implementation of all modes of transportation, including transit
• Support legislation regarding excess rail liability that would allow North Texas transit agencies to

operate on additional rail corridors as part of the regional transportation system.
• Retain eminent domain authority to allow planning and development of new and/or expanded

transportation corridors including high speed rail, commuter rail, freight rail, roadways, and trails

Support Transportation Planning and Land Use 
• Provide tools that would promote compatible development around military installations and

training areas
• Support efforts to utilize performance-based planning to select high-quality transportation

projects that are suitable for each region
• Support the use of State right-of-way for appropriate transportation projects
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