Negative Impacts of
Feeding VVaterfow!

Rachel Richter
Urban Wildlife Biologist
Texas Parks and Wildlife
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o Ducks and geese
g should NOT eat...




Natural Food For Ducks

Snails
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Mollusks

Small crustaceans
Grass

Algae

Aquatic plants



Human food is not
healthy for wildlife
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> Stare down the goose.

> Back away slowly. Never turn
your back. *

> Do not punch or kick.

> Reevaluate the life decisions that
brought you to this point.
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Non-target Species
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Management Options

® Qutreach and education

® Feeding ordinances

No Thanks

We just ate.

pease DO NOt Feed me watertout |

FEEDING CAN CAUSE
eSpread of disease ePollution N
ePoor Nutrition sUnnatural behavior

sQvercrowding
Many people enjoy feeding waterfowl, but the effects of this

seemingly generous act can be harmful. If you care about
waterfowl, please DO N.T feed them.

THANK YOU - Dallas Park and Recreation Department
SHARE THE LAKE!
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Please Don’t Feed the

Ducks and Geese

® Fecal bacteria fr,
om duck 3
pollution. and goose waste is a source of water

® Feeding d
f g ducks and geese here encourages them to concentrate

inasma
Il area and pollute nearby swimming areas.

® Pathogens found in duck and go

animals, ose waste can harm people and




But what about “healthy” foods!?
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Management Options for
Non-native Waterfowl

® No state regulations for
non-native waterfowl

® Oiling or addling eggs

® Trap and remove




Alternatives

® Birdwatching

® Contribute to citizen science projects

® iNaturalist, eBird
® Photography
® Learn about wildlife

® Improve your local park
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