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SUMMARY 
Water Resources Council 
Wednesday, October 11, 2023 
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Virtual, via Microsoft Teams 
Link to join the meeting 
Call-in info: 
+1 903-508-4574    
Phone Conference ID: 140 140 863#  
 
Chair: Stacy Walters, City of Fort Worth  
Vice-Chair: Rachel Ickert, Tarrant Regional Water District 

 
1. Welcome and Introductions. The new Water Resources Council (WRC) members below will be 

recognized and given the opportunity to introduce themselves. Welcome and thank you for serving! 
 

• Tim Abbott, Pumping Facilities Superintendent, City of Plano 
• Bill Gase, Assistant Director - Water Treatment, City of Arlington 
• Paul Hackleman, Director of Public Works, City of Watauga 
• Michael Kivlan, Area Manager, Texas Water Utilities 
• Valerie Miller, Industry Expert, Olsson 
• Eduardo Valerio, Assistant Director, City of Dallas 

New members were called on to introduce themselves and share background on their previous 
experience and current roles.  
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
2. Meeting Summary. The July 12, 2023 meeting summary will be presented for approval.  
Glenn Clingenpeel, Trinity River Authority, made a motion to approve. Tim Abbott, City of Plano, 
seconded. The summary was approved unanimously.  
 
PRESENTATION 
 
3. Essential Strategies for Water Purveyors: Addressing PFAS in Water and Wastewater. 

Swaroop Puchalapalli, Associate Vice President and Dallas Water Practice Manager, STV, will 
share updates on pending future PFAS regulations and the best methods for treatment.  

Swaroop Puchalapalli, STV, provided an overview of PFAS and where it is commonly located. The 
presentation discussed PFAS testing and treatment options, and the potential impacts these decisions 
have on water utilities. Swaroop’s full presentation can be found in the presentation slides, beginning 
on slide 6. 
 
 
 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_NDY0YmZmMWItNmY0OS00MzZmLWI0NGEtMTY1MDQ2ZDUyMGVh%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25222f5e7ebc-22b0-4fbe-934c-aabddb4e29b1%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522efce1229-bb4b-428b-b801-1dc8a4d41f75%2522%257d&data=05%7C01%7CAKnox%40nctcog.org%7C7cdab1d225cf4a290d5008db70ee642e%7C2f5e7ebc22b04fbe934caabddb4e29b1%7C0%7C0%7C638227941401570484%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g40cqgEKo0YzC3%2BHycjaM8B5ZaO%2B5GmdINI47%2BL9n7Y%3D&reserved=0
tel:+19035084574,,140140863#%20
https://www.nctcog.org/getmedia/11d2cb70-82e2-47f9-82f3-dd2716c57e19/WRC-Summary_7-12-23-with-Sign-in-sheets.pdf?ext=.pdf
https://www.nctcog.org/getmedia/c4fa00a4-86e7-4fa4-bf77-594072ad3377/WRC_Presentation-10-11-23.pdf?ext=.pdf
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DISCUSSION 
 
4. FY2024 Water Resources Council Membership. NCTCOG will present the final FY2024 Water 

Resources Council roster and structure, which have been approved by the WRC and NCTCOG’s 
Executive Board. The terms for new and recently reappointed members began on October 1, 2023, 
and expire on September 30, 2025. Approximately half of the WRC members are up for 
reappointment each year.  

NCTCOG provided an overview of the final FY2024 WRC roster and structure. 
 
5. Water Resources Education and Outreach. The WRC will be asked to provide input on topics and 

speakers for webinars or workshops that NCTCOG will hold this fiscal year.  
Sally Wright, City of Dallas, suggested a webinar on workforce challenges- specifically how to promote 
and attract new people to the industry. The 2024 Water Resources Questionnaire, to be distributed in 
January, will also allow participants an opportunity to suggest workshop topics.  
 
Members are encouraged to email Elena Berg at eberg@nctcog.org, or Alyssa Knox at 
aknox@nctcog.org with additional workshop ideas.  

 
 

OTHER BUSINESS AND ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 
 
6. NCTCOG Updates. NCTCOG will update the WRC on recent and upcoming items of interest. 

 
a. Final 2023 Update to the North Central Texas Water Quality Management Plan 

(WQMP). NCTCOG’s Executive Committee endorsed the 2023 Update to the WQMP at its 
August meeting and NCTCOG submitted it to TCEQ on August 30, 2023.  
 

b. NCTCOG Webinar: Germinating Equitable Outcomes Through Urban Forestry 
• Wednesday, October 25, 2023, at 10:00 a.m. Register and Add to Calendar. 

 
c. Wastewater and Treatment Education Roundtable (WATER). 

• Next meeting – October 19, 2023, at 10:00 a.m. In-person at NCTCOG and online; 
NCTCOG asks that attendees RSVP ahead of time. RSVP and Add to Calendar. 
 

• WATER is accepting financial commitments for the FY2024 WATER Work 
Program. Staff contact: Hannah Allen, hallen@nctcog.org.   

 
d. Floodplain Seminar for Elected Officials and Municipal Staff 

• October 19, 2023, 9:30 a.m.- 11:30 a.m. In-person at NCTCOG; Add to Calendar. 
Participants are asked to register ahead of time. An agenda can be found on the 
Community Rating System User Group webpage. 

 
e. Public Works Council. November 16, 2023, at 9:30 a.m. Online; Add to Calendar. 
 
f. Holiday Grease Roundup. November 13, 2023 – January 12, 2024. The deadline to sign 

up is November 1, 2023. Contact Hannah Allen at hallen@nctcog.org for more information.  
 

Future Agenda Items. The committee can request future agenda items.  Council members 
suggested adding the following agenda items to the running list:  

• Best practices and operations currently in use to reduce the carbon footprint. This could be a 
presentation from a specific entity or shared during a roundtable discussion.  

• Different funding opportunities for water utilities, specifically where to go for funding at the 
state and federal level and a review of the best funding strategies.  

https://www.nctcog.org/getmedia/aed822fe-e2ab-4da9-a6b9-11e2fbb3e33f/FY-2024-Water-Resources-Council-Internet-Roster.pdf
https://www.nctcog.org/getmedia/6372ca31-c315-46c9-9f2e-14773281cd0c/FY2024-WRC-Structure.pdf
mailto:eberg@nctcog.org
mailto:aknox@nctcog.org
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0c3b32837e894cf2b8447d3f7ea81560
https://www.addevent.com/event/Ia18529399
https://www.addevent.com/event/Sn18131764
https://nctcog.org/getmedia/ffa90c56-7413-4707-bae7-1cf8f2af06d4/FY2024_WATER_Work-Program-Final.pdf
https://nctcog.org/getmedia/ffa90c56-7413-4707-bae7-1cf8f2af06d4/FY2024_WATER_Work-Program-Final.pdf
mailto:hallen@nctcog.org
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.addevent.com%2Fevent%2Fsv18081632&data=05%7C01%7CAKnox%40nctcog.org%7Cab0a643fe763467e6be708dbafe0d46f%7C2f5e7ebc22b04fbe934caabddb4e29b1%7C0%7C0%7C638297152401371779%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HtrW0BSTrKc3uPqbxAdl02gfBvaBmWzzKJLOegCBx9U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fform.jotform.com%2F232424841008146&data=05%7C01%7CAKnox%40nctcog.org%7Cab0a643fe763467e6be708dbafe0d46f%7C2f5e7ebc22b04fbe934caabddb4e29b1%7C0%7C0%7C638297152401371779%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MJWqn%2FvQzvtFKfZNnySnr1QdNvR5J9H60w%2BAH5K8cJs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nctcog.org%2Fenvir%2Fwatershed-management%2Fcrs-user-group&data=05%7C01%7CAKnox%40nctcog.org%7Cab0a643fe763467e6be708dbafe0d46f%7C2f5e7ebc22b04fbe934caabddb4e29b1%7C0%7C0%7C638297152401371779%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OJl3p%2FoET%2BzO2mzDi8xm7UrFGZQ%2BCzJ461jZ4tKe86I%3D&reserved=0
https://www.addevent.com/event/wB17858853
mailto:hallen@nctcog.org
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• Best and newest practices to enhance water conservation. This could include discussions from 
cities, environmental agencies, and/or special interest groups. This could also touch on ways 
to incite changes in behavior regarding water conservation. The council stated this topic 
should be the focus of the January WRC meeting.  

• Resources for landscaping and water conservation, including NCTCOG’s iSWM strategies, 
Texas SmartScape, and model landscape ordinances from the region. 

 
7. Roundtable. WRC members are invited to share what is happening in their communities. 

• Tim Abbott, City of Plano- The city is focusing on winter water utility preparation. 
• Bill Gase, City of Arlington Water Utilities- The Texas Association of Clean Water Agencies 

(TACWA) will be meeting in Garland on November 17, 2023. The City of Arlington is waiting 
for winter demand to take one of the plants offline for the season.  

• Billy George, North Texas Municipal Water District- Focusing on the Region C Plan due in 
Spring 2024. NTMWD is making progress on the Sister Grove Regional Water Resource 
Recovery Facility.  

• Rachel Ickert, Tarrant Regional Water District- Focused on fall projects and moving forward 
with the second wetlands system at the Cedar Creek reservoir.  

• Michael Kivlan, Texas Water Utilities- SouthWest Water Company is merging with Quartz 
Utility and will be renamed as the Nexus Water Group.  

• Kevin Mercer, Lantana – UTRWD – Expressed concerns about the financial strain 
archaeological requirements can place on projects and discussed the need for checks and 
balances and oversight.  

• Michael Nieswiadomy, University of North Texas- Enrollment at the University of North Texas 
went up from 45,000 to 47,000, highlighting the continued growth in the region and the need 
for growth management strategies, including regionwide transportation.  

• Stacy Walters, City of Fort Worth- The American Water Works Association’s Water Quality 
Technology Conference will be held November 5-9, 2023, in Dallas. Agenda items include a 
presentation on PFAS.  

 
NCTCOG asked council members if they still wished to receive monthly emails about the creation of 
new Municipal Utility Districts along with the TCEQ new and renewed permit notices. Council 
members stated these notices were useful and that they would still like to see these items.  
 
8. Next Meeting. The next WRC meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 10, 2024,10:30 a.m.-

12:30 p.m. and will be held online. Add to Calendar. 
 
Meeting Dates for the remainder of 2024: 

o Wednesday, April 3, 2024 - NCTCOG; Add to Calendar (Please note that this is 
a change from the previously announced April 10, 2024 meeting. That date 
posed a conflict for council members and the meeting has been moved to April 
3, 2024) 

o Wednesday, July 10, 2024 - Online; Add to Calendar 
o Wednesday, October 9, 2024 - NCTCOG; Add to Calendar 

 
 
10. Adjournment. 

 
If you have any questions regarding the meeting or agenda items, please contact Alyssa Knox by phone at 

(817) 695-9221 or by email at aknox@nctcog.org. 
 

https://www.addevent.com/event/Em18515708
https://www.addevent.com/event/qL18516489
https://www.addevent.com/event/Cj18516517
https://www.addevent.com/event/pg18516530
mailto:aknox@nctcog.org
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If you plan to attend this public meeting and you have a disability that requires special arrangements at the meeting, please contact Liliana 
Sheppard by phone at (817) 695-9231 or by email at lsheppard@nctcog.org 72 hours in advance of the meeting.  Reasonable 

accommodations will be made to assist your needs. 
 

mailto:lsheppard@nctcog.org

