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Texas Wildlife Services Program

Collaborative Effort among:

 USDA-APHIS-Wildlife Services

 Texas AgriLife Extension Service

 Texas Wildlife Damage 

Management Association





E. Coli 

 400 + Stream segments in TX Impacted by Bacteria

 Feral swine spend majority of time near water



Control Assistance Available

 Public vs. Private



Legal

 In Texas, feral hogs are considered free-ranging 

exotic animals and may be taken at any time of the 

year by any legal means.  Hunting license is needed 

to hunt hogs; however, landowners or their agents 

may kill hogs without a license.

 Texas Animal Health Commission regulates the 

movement of feral hogs, holding facilities, and some 

aspects of hunting preserves. Hunting preserves must 

have a hunting lease permit from TPWD.



Contacting Local Trappers

Newspaper Classifieds

Texas Hunting Magazines

Word of Mouth

Local Chambers of Commerce

Local Posting Boards at Farm & Ranch or 

Feed Stores.

Contact Local Swine Holding Facilities 

(Buying Stations) 





Transportation of Hogs

Regulated by Texas Animal Health Commission

Transport of Male and Female Hogs Handled Differently

Females – Can be held up to 7 days in escape proof pen or trailer. 

Can  be taken to slaughter or sold to buying station that will take 

to slaughter.

Males- Can be held up to 7 days in escape proof pen or trailer. 

They can be taken to slaughter, sold to buying station, or 

transported to TPWD authorized and TAHC approved hunting 

preserve. Must be tagged before release.



http://feralhogs.tamu.edu/files/2010/04/hog_holding.pdf

http://www.tahc.state.tx.us/news/brochures/TAHCBrochure_FeralSwine.pdf



http://www.tahc.state.tx.us/animal_health/swine/FeralSwineFacilities.pdf



Processing Facilities Texas

 Southern Wild Game – Devine, TX

 Frontier Meats – Fort Worth, TX

Can be processed through local game processors, but only two 

USDA Food Inspected Facilities.



Public Assistance Available

 Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept.

 Texas Department of Agriculture

 Texas Animal Health Commission

 Texas A&M AgriLife Extension

 Texas Counties or Municipalities

 Texas Wildlife Services Program

 USDA



Section 825.001  Cooperation Between State and Federal 

Agencies in Controlling Predatory Animals and Rodents

The State shall cooperate through The Texas A&M University 

System with the appropriate federal officers and agencies in 

controlling coyotes, mountain lions, bobcats, Russian boars, and 

other predatory animals and in controlling prairie dogs, pocket 

gophers, jackrabbits, ground squirrels, rats, and other rodent pests 

to protect livestock, food and feed supplies, crops, and ranges.

Vernon’s Texas Codes Annotated

Health & Safety





Website: feralhogs.tamu.edu



Texas Feral Hogs: Control



Control – a Texas Perspective

 Texas is home to the largest feral hog population in 
the US and the population is increasing.

 Effectively reducing the population of feral hogs 
state-wide is a large task that will involve the focused 
efforts of both the private and public sector.

 Require public outreach, program communication, 
input and buy-in from all individuals, agencies, and 
organizations.

 $$$$$$$






