
Winter Weather Discussion



Winter Weather

› Ice Storm Case Studies
– Central Texas Ice 2023

– Winter Storm Uri 2021 

› Public Safety Concerns

› Discussion
– Temperature Data to Make Decisions



Central Texas Ice 2023

Photos borrowed from NWS New 
Braunfels; courtesy of Pedernales 
Electric Coop and Austin Disaster 
Relief Network



Central Texas Ice 2023

› Austin’s Camp Mabry reported 0.69” ice accumulation

› Austin Energy used V-cuts for vegetation management

› Tree damage due to ice, previous winters, and drought

› More than 400,000 Texans lost power

› Worst icing event in Central Texas in more than 15 years



Winter Storm Uri

› Feb. 11, 2021, Interstate Crash 
on 35W in FW

› 130 vehicles

› 6 died & dozens injured



Winter Storm Uri Temperature Records



Winter Storm Uri

› 246 Deaths* (could be as high as 750)

› 69% (more than 2/3rds) of Texans lost power at some point 
during the 6 days

› Average disruption 42 hours in total 

› 49% of Texans lost running water 

› Average disruption was 52 hours

› Compounding Factors: COVID supply chain disruptions already 
impacted plants & transportation, water shortages, gas 
curtailment requests, and more



Winter Storm Uri
Public Communication



Winter Storm Uri
Public Communication



Winter Storm Uri
Public Communication



Public Safety Concerns

› Communication

› Debris Management, Power Outages, Gas 
Curtailment, and… Grid Failure?

› Wellness Checks

› Travel Impacts

› Proximity of Resources/Assistance

› Warming Centers & Overnight Shelters



Discussion

› TDEM Warming Center/Overnight Shelter Reporting 
Process



Discussion

›Temperature data/triggers for actions & 
decision-making? 

›Elements for successful response & 
recovery? 



Registration Responses: Thresholds



Registration Responses: Actions


