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September 1, 2009

Mr. Ray LaHood
Secretary, US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

I am writing in support of the Tower 55 At-Grade Rail Improvement Project application to two strategic
discretionary grant programs being led by USDOT: (a) The High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSR)
Track 1A Grant Program and (b) the TIGER Discretionary Grant Program. Due to its regional and
national significance, the Tower 55 project was rated by a Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT)
organized screening panel as the highest priority TIGER Competitive Grant Program project in the state,
compared with more than 90 other proposals.

The Tower 55 rail interlocker is one of the busiest and most congested rail intersections in the nation.
During peak periods it commonly handles more than 100 trains a day. This project would install new
signaling, bridge upgrades, a third north/south mainline, and improved street and pedestrian crossings,
and can be completed by February 2012 with ARRA stimulus assistance. The project will deliver an
immediate and lasting improvement to the efficiency of rail – the most cost-effective, fuel-efficient, and
environmentally-sound land transportation mode for moving the nation’s freight.

With its broad and long-term benefits, I believe the Tower 55 At-Grade Rail Improvement Project is a
strong candidate for both the HSR Track 1A Grant Program and the TIGER Discretionary Grant Program.
It achieves, and in many categories exceeds, the goals of both programs and would stimulate and sustain
both short and long-term economic recovery. Thank you for your consideration of this issue.

Very truly yours,

Florence Shapiro
Texas State Senator
Senate District 8

FS/sb

















 





 
 

State of Texas  
House of Representatives 

 
Marc Veasey                                                                                                                          Committees: 
   Member                                                                                                       Law Enforcement 
                                                                                                                 Government Reform 
                                                                                                                                        Rules & Resolutions 

District 95 
Post Office Box 2910 Austin, Texas, 78768-2910 (512) 463-0716 • (817) 339-1430 Marc.Veasey@house.state.tx.us 

Tech Fort Worth Building, 1120 S. Freeway Suite 121 •Fort Worth, TX 76104 

 
 
 

September 8, 2009 
 
Mr. Ray LaHood  
Secretary, US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20590 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary, 
 
 I am writing in support for the Tower 55 At-Grade Rail Improvement Project application to two strategic 
discretionary grant programs being led by USDOT: (a) The High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSR) Track 1A Grant 
Program and (b) the Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) discretionary grant program.  
 
 The Tower 55 rail interlocker is located in House District 95, which I represent in the Texas Legislature. It is 
one of the busiest and most congested rail intersections in the nation. It is my understanding that this project would 
install new signaling, bridge upgrades, a third north/south mainline, and improved street and pedestrian crossings, and 
can be completed by February 2012 with America Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) assistance. 
 
 Due to its regional and national significance, the Tower 55 project was rated by a Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) organized screening panel as the highest priority TIGER Competitive Grant Program project 
in the state, compared with more than 90 other proposals. Furthermore, it is my hope that this project will improve air 
quality in a non-attainment basin by reducing train delay and improving rail’s potential to move more freight to relieve 
overburdened highways. Also, I'm hopeful that vehicular pedestrian crossings would be improved and vehicular 
emissions would be reduced due reduced vehicle crossing dwell time. 
 
 With its broad and long-term benefits, I believe the Tower 55 At-Grade Rail Improvement Project is a strong 
candidate for both the HSR Track 1A Grant Program and the TIGER Discretionary Grant Program. Both programs 
have the potential to stimulate and sustain both short and long-term economic recovery and could have positive effects 
for the constituents I serve in the legislature.  
 
 Once again I ask you to please strongly consider the Tower 55 application. It has the potential to help our 
region, one of the largest in the country, in many critical areas. Should you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact me or Maureen Hagan in my district office (817) 339-1430. 
 
     Sincerely, 

      
     Marc Veasey 
     State Representative 
     House District 95 
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AECOM, Arlington Chamber of Commerce, City of Arlington, City of Azle, City of Bedford, City of Benbrook, City of Blue Mound, Blue Star Investments (Dallas 
Cowboys), Brown & Gay Engineers, City of Burleson, BNSF, Cantey Hanger, Clean Energy, City of Cleburne, City of Colleyville, City of Crowley, 
Dannenbaum Engineering Corporation, City of Decatur, City of Denton, Denton County, Denton County Transportation Authority, Downtown Fort Worth, Inc., 
City of Euless, Town of Flower Mound, City of Forest Hill, Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce, Fort Worth Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Fort Worth 
Metropolitan Black Chamber of Commerce, City of Fort Worth, Freese & Nichols, Graham Associates, City of Grand Prairie, City of Grapevine, Greater Fort 
Worth Association of Realtors, Halff Associates, City of Haltom City, City of Haslet, Hicks Holdings (Texas Rangers), Hillwood Properties, City of Hudson 
Oaks, Huitt Zollars, HEB Chamber of Commerce, City of Hurst, Jacobs Engineering, Johnson County, City of Joshua, City of Keller, City of Kennedale, Kimley 
Horn, Thomas Krampitz Law, City of Lake Worth, City of Mansfield, Metroport Cities Partnership, National Association of Railroad Passengers, Northeast 
Tarrant Chamber of Commerce, City of North Richland Hills, Northeast Leadership Forum, Northwest Communities Partnership, Town of Pantego, City of 
Rhome, City of Richland Hills, S & B Infrastructure, Ltd., Saginaw Area Chamber of Commerce, City of Saginaw, City of Southlake, Tarrant County, Tarrant 
County College, Taylor Olson Adkins Sralla & Elam L.L.P., Teague Nall and Perkins, The T, Town of Trophy Club, URS Corporation, City of Watauga, Town of 
Westlake, City of Westover Hills, City of Westworth Village, City of White Settlement, Wise County 

 

August 19, 2009 
 
 
 
Mr. Ray LaHood  
Secretary, US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20590 
 
LETTER OF SUPPORT – 
 
HIGH SPEED RAIL – TRACK 1A AND TIGER GRANT APPLICATIONS 
TOWER 55 AT-GRADE RAIL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT - FORT WORTH, TEXAS 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 
 
This letter expresses TRTC’s support for the Tower 55 At-Grade Rail Improvement Project application to two strategic 
discretionary grant programs being led by USDOT:  (a) The High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSR) Track 1A Grant 
Program and (b) the TIGER Discretionary Grant Program.   
 
The Tower 55 rail interlocker is one of the busiest and most congested rail intersections in the nation. During peak periods it 
commonly handles more than 100 trains a day.  This project would install new signaling, bridge upgrades, a third north/south 
mainline, and improved street and pedestrian crossings, and it can be completed by February 2012 with ARRA stimulus 
assistance.  This regionally and nationally significant project will deliver an immediate and lasting improvement to the 
efficiency of rail – the most cost-effective, fuel-efficient, and environmentally-sound land transportation mode for moving the 
nation’s freight. 
 
The project will reduce delay and increase the intersection’s capacity by at least 40 percent, benefiting not only freight traffic 
but also passenger traffic on the The Texas Eagle and The Heartland Flyer.  It will reduce congestion and emissions harmful to 
air quality in a non-attainment area.  It will increase safety through improvements to several existing vehicular/pedestrian 
crossings.  And it is critical to efficient goods movement in a competitive supply chain that involves Kansas grain, North Texas 
distribution centers and logistics parks, border gateways of Mexico, U.S. manufacturers along the Gulf Coast, Pacific Rim 
shipment to consumers in the southeast US, and many others.  Without the improvements this project implements, Tower 55 
will soon face gridlock. 
 
We urge your favorable consideration of the Tower 55 At-Grade Rail Improvement Project application.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Vic Suhm 
Executive Director 
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