
What is an 
Emergency ?



Tornado Emergency

• NWS Definition:
– In exceedingly rare situations, a WFO may add 

a headline in a Tornado Warning when all of 
the criteria are met:

• Severe threat to human life is imminent or 
ongoing 

• Catastrophic damage is imminent or ongoing
• Reliable sources confirm tornado 

– Visually
– Radar imagery 



Tornado Emergency



Flash Flood Emergency

• NWS Definition:
– In exceedingly rare situations, a WFO may add 

a headline in a Flash Flood Warning when 
there is a severe threat to human life and 
catastrophic damage due to flooding

• State of Emergency Declared due to number of 
people at risk 

• Multiple swift water rescues in response to 
flooding of exceptional magnitude

• Total failure of a major, high hazard dam



Emergencies

• Emergencies should be extremely rare
• The bar for an emergency should be 

high



Emergencies
• There is no change to any information 

the NWS sends. 
– Nothing “higher” than a warning

• A tornado & flash flood warning already 
includes EAS activation



Emergencies



What Changes Your Operation?
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