GETTING THERE BY
ALTERNATIVE MEANS

A GUIDE TO BICYCLE FACILITIES
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Our region offers a variety of bikeways, paths,
dedicated on-street facilities and marked bike routes.
This guide will introduce you to the many facilities you
may experience in North Texas.

Please note that while the laws of the state apply to all
riders, individual cities and towns may have additional
regulations. Please check with each jurisdiction to
ensure that you are riding safely and legally.

To facilitate bicycle travel, facility types are generally
grouped into one of three classes: Class | Bikeways,
Class Il Bikeways and Class lll Bikeways.

Typically referred to as a bike path or trail, a Class |
bikeway provides bicycle travel on a paved
right-of-way completely separated from any street or
highway. Bike paths should offer opportunities not
provided by the road system. They can either provide a
recreational opportunity, or in some instances, can
serve as direct high-speed commute routes if cross-
flow by motor vehicles and pedestrian conflicts can be
minimized.

Class | Bike Path
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Typically referred to as a bike lane, a Class Il bikeway
provides a striped and stenciled lane for one-way
travel on a street or highway. Bike lanes are intended to
delineate the right-of-way assigned to bicyclists and
motorists and to provide for more predictable
movements by each.

Class |l Bike Lane

Source: Dallas Bike Plan

Generally referred to as a bike route, a Class Ill bikeway
provides for shared use with motor vehicle traffic and is
identified by signing and/or bicycle pavement
markings. Bike routes are shared facilities that serve
either to:

(a) Provide continuity to other bicycle facilities (usually
Class Il bikeways) or

(b) Designate preferred routes through high demand

corridors. Normally, bike routes are shared with motor
vehicles.
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Class Il Bike Route
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provide a pamtéd dlvjder bétween
the bike lane and the travelilanes.
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Four-Lane Road with Bike Lanes, Median and
Parking on One Side

Two-Lane Road with Buffered Bike Lane and No
Parking

Four-Lane Road with Buffered Bike Lanes and
No Parking

Source: Dallas Bike Plan

Buffered Bike Lane, Austin, Texas

Source: pedbikeimages.com



BIKING ON THE ROAD
1. KEEP TO THE RIGHT.
RIDING AGAINST TRAFFIC IS DANGEROUS
AND ILLEGAL
2. OBEY ALL TRAFFIC REGULATIONS.
RIDE PREDICTABLY AND FOLLOW THE LAW
3. BEWARE AT INTERSECTIONS.
DRIVERS MAY NOT SEE YOU APPROACHING
o 4.RIDEIN A STRAIGHT LINE.
VS s AVOID WEAVING BETWEEN PARKED CARS
PR | 5. SCAN THE ROAD.
Source: Thinkstock | USE MIRRORS TO CHECK TRAFFIC

SHARED LANE
MARKINGS

or sharrows, are an additional
treatment for a shared roadway. The
stencils can serve a number of
purposes:

stencils remind bicyclists
to ride further from
parked cars to prevent
“dooring” collisions,
they make motorists
aware of  bicycles
potentially in the travel
lane and they show
bicyclists the correct
direction of travel.

| Two-Lane Shared Lane Marking with No
Parking

Sharrows are placed in the center of
the shared travel lane to promote
cyclists taking the lane.

. " Source: Dallas Bike Plan
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- BICYCLE
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that limit conflicts between

through  bicyclist

they attract cychsts
do not feel comfortable
on busy streets and
prefer to ride on lower
speed traffic streets.

Bicycle travel on local streets is
generally compatible with local land
uses (e.g., residential and some retail).
Residents who want slower traffic on

neighborhood streets often like
measures that support bicycle
boulevards.

Background Source: Thinkstock
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TEST YOUR
BICYCLE
FACILITY IQ

1 Exclusive facility seperated from
roadway

2 l:’ Enhanced shared roadway

3 I:] Exclusive facility physically seperated
from motor traffic
Exclusive space in the roadway
designated through pavement
markings

5 D Facility typically provided on rural
highways

6 Enhanced shared roadway designated
through pavement markings

7 I:l Shared roadway

Exclusive space in the roadway
designated through pavement
markings and a buffer

D8 H.LE9 9SS ¥¥ 3IEJITAlL

A Bike Lane

B Sharrow

C Buffered Bike Lane

[ Shared Use Path

E Cycle Track

mil

Bicycle Boulevard
G Paved Shoulder

H Wide Curb Lane
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NOTICE

§551.101 &
§551.103

It is important to note that bicycles are
permitted on all roads in the state of Texas
(unless specifically prohibited).

The designation of certain roads as Class |l

or |l bicycle facilities is not intended to imply

that these are the only roadways intended for

bicycle use or that bicyclists should not be
riding on other streets.

Rather, the designation of a network of
Classes Il and Ill on-street bikeways
recognizes that certain roadways are optimal
bicycle routes, for reasons such as
directness or access lo significant
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North Central Texas Council of Governments
P.O. Box 5888
Arlington, TX 76005
817-695-9240

nctcog.org/bikeped
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