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Recommendations 

A number of policy changes and efforts to encourage community-centered schools and the 
efficient use of limited resources related to school siting are recommended, as follows: 

1. TEA should require school districts to develop five-year capital facility plans in order to be 
eligible for funding through the Instructional Facilities Allotment and the New 
Instructional Facilities Allotment.  This would better ensure that limited capital funding is 
allocated to projects that have been identified as a long-term priority. 

2. TEA should develop school siting standards that school districts must take into 
consideration in order to receive approval for site acquisition or school construction as 
part of applications for state aid for debt service payments.  For example, California and 
Alaska both provide checklists for school districts to utilize in evaluating school sites. 
These standards should include criteria on transportation access (vehicular, bicycle, and 
pedestrian), infrastructure and utility availability, and coordination with local government 
plans. 

To enforce school siting standards, TEA should require school districts to submit qualified 
projects for approval prior to seeking voter approval for the bonded debt, so that only approved 
projects are eligible for funding after the district has had a successful bond election.  Currently, 
to receive state assistance in making debt service payments on bonds issued for the  
 

Under the previous Association for Learning 
Environments guidelines, an elementary 
school with 1,000 students would require 15 
acres—roughly the size of Globe Life 
Ballpark, home of the Texas Rangers. A 
high school with 2,000 students would 
require 50 acres—the size of the Texas 
Christian University campus, which has a 
2016 enrollment of approximately 10,300 
students. 


















