
Austin’s Pedestrian Safety Action Plan 
Regional Safety Advisory Committee – 10.26.2018



Austin’s Pedestrian Safety Action Plan 
Regional Safety Advisory Committee – 10.26.2018



Austin’s Pedestrian Safety Action Plan 
Regional Safety Advisory Committee – 10.26.2018



Austin’s Pedestrian Safety Action Plan 
Regional Safety Advisory Committee – 10.26.2018

Nationally, pedestrian 
fatalities increased 27% from 
2007-2016

Source: NHTSA FARS

All other traffic deaths 
decreased 14%



peds = 29% 
of fatalities
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https://www.ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2018-03/pedestrians_18.pdf
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Planning Process

Community Advisory Group
Vision Zero Task Force + Pedestrian Advisory 
Council

In-Depth Crash Analysis
Street Design, Sociodemographics, Crash Types

11 Open House Meetings
Spring 2017 “Bike + Walk Talks”

Vision Zero Input Tool 
3,000+ comments

Action Plan
21 Recommendations 
• Engineering
• Education
• Enforcement 
• Policy/Land Use 
• Evaluation
• Funding

Pedestrian Safety Concerns
Vision Zero Input Map

Pedestrian Safety Action Plan
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Fatal Crashes

Posted Speed Limit CRIS 2010-2015

K = fatal
SI = Seriously 
Injured

Speed Limit and Crash Severity
Austin, 2010-2015
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Street Width and Crash Severity
Austin, 2010-2015

Source: PBCAT crash data, 2010-2015
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Missing Sidewalks
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Street Lighting
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Bike Facilities 
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In Austin, crashes involving 
pedestrians have a $400 million 

economic impact annually
Based on methodology described in 

National Safety Council, Estimating the Costs of Unintentional Injuries, 2014



High Crash Census Tracts
Austin, 2010-2015

• 20% lower car ownership

• 4X transit mode share

• Half of median household income

• 50% higher Hispanic/Latino 
population (%)

• Nearly 3X as many people speak 
English “less than very well” 

• Nearly 3X Black 
population (%)

When comparing the 
highest crash Census Tracts 
versus the lowest crash 
Census Tracts, the highest 
crash Tracts had:
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Action Plan Focus Areas

• Education

• Evaluation

• Engineering

• Enforcement

• Policy + Land Use

• Partners + Funding 
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Build on the 
success of this …
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… to also include these as well

Austin’s Pedestrian Safety Action Plan 
Regional Safety Advisory Committee – 10.26.2018



Lake Shore Blvd., Austin
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Lake Shore Blvd., Austin

North Loop, Austin
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DRAFT

DRAFT
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Crossing Distance = 65’
Speed Limit = 45 mph
1,800 veh/hr in peak hour

Assumed: 25 crossings/hr

$100,000+

Austin’s Pedestrian Safety Action Plan 
Regional Safety Advisory Committee – 10.26.2018



Crossing Distance = (65’-11’)/2 = 27’
Speed Limit = 45 mph
(1,800 veh/hr)*2/3 = 1,200 veh/hr

Assumed: 25 crossings/hr

refuge island

$10k-30k
pedbikesafe.org
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Action Item #5:
Develop educational materials 
on pedestrian safety focusing 
on top contributing factors 
and crash types to 
disseminate to the Austin 
community and to 
transportation partners

http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Transportation/Ped_Safety_and_the_Law_Austin.pdf
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St Paul “Stop for Me” campaign
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8eC-u1dJ1t4


Action Item #8. Work with Austin Police Department to 
organize enforcement campaigns targeting the top 
contributing factors and crash types for pedestrian 
crashes

Enforcement     +      Education

St Paul “Stop for Me” campaign
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https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/ped_focus/
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http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/training/gettraining.cfm
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