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Trinity River Paddling Trail



Assembling the 
Trinity River

Paddling Trail

The Process:

1. Determine existing canoe launch sites

2. Cooperation from river-cities

3. Assemble paddling trail

4. On board National Park Service

5. Build brand



Government Agencies 

• North Texas Council of Governments

• Texas Parks & Wildlife Dept.

• Trinity River Authority

• Tarrant Regional Water District

Businesses & Organizations

• National Parks Conservation Association

• Visit Fort Worth

• North Texas River Runners

• Adventures Unlimited Paddling Company

• Dallas Downriver Club

• DFW Kayak Fishing Club

• FIT Fort Worth

• Mariner Sails

• North Texas Kayak Championships

• Trinity River Kayak Co

• Streams and Valleys

Cities, Parks , Counties

• Arlington Parks Department

• Carrollton Parks & Recreation

• City Manager, Coppell, TX

• Dallas County Judge

• Dallas County Commissioner District #1

• Dallas County Commissioner District #2

• Dallas County Commissioner District #3

• Dallas County Commissioner District #4

• Farmer’s Branch Parks & Recreations 
Department

• Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce

• Fort Worth Parks & Recreation Department

• Fort Worth Nature Center 

• Grand Prairie Parks, Arts and Recreation Dept.

• Irving Parks Department

• Lewisville Parks Department

• Dallas Parks & Recreation Department

• Dallas County

• Department of unincorporated Area Services

• Public Works

•

Local Signatories in Support of the Trinity River Paddling Trail



22.9 Million 
Americans participated in Paddlesports 2018

▪ ~ 30,000 Paddlers in DFW Area

▪ 15,000 members of Paddling 
Clubs and Groups

▪ 130 mile Trinity River Paddling 
Trail 

▪ 21 Launch Sites







Rapids in southern Dallas!

Who knew?



CLEAN TRINITY



Upper Trinity Report Card
Analysis Summary for the TMDL Committee

Amruta Sakalker, PhD Student, GRA at IUS, Co-Primary Investigator, Graphics & Design

Alan Klein, Director of IUS, Co-Primary Investigator

Meghna Tare, Director of Sustainability, Co-Primary Investigator

Nusrat Jahan Nipu, Masters of L. Arch student, GRA at IUS, Graphics 



PROJECT GOALS

▪ Identify the geographic and temporal gaps in E. Coli data 
availability for the Upper Trinity River Basin.  

▪ Analyze the geographic and temporal variability in 
compliance of E. Coli levels in the study area as per TCEQ 
standards. .

▪ Report scientific data on the water quality for swimming and 
boating in a more comprehensible grading systems for 
everyday users. 

▪ Compare findings with other Recreational Use analysis within 
the region



Data Source for E. Coli data on the Upper Trinity River Basin 





Upper Trinity River, Lakes & 

Creeks : E. Coli data distribution 
and # of samples

Trinity River Segments 

Lakes

Creeks



Example of other River Report Cards – Mystic River Report Card



Recreational Use Standards

▪ Standards within the State of Texas 

▪ Standards within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 



Example of other River Report Cards – Mystic River Report Card



Trinity River Water Quality Grades –River Branches only





Comparison with other Recreational Use 
Analysis 

▪ Example of a comparative study completed by TCEQ for the Trinity River Basin









Upper Trinity Report Card
Analysis Summary for the TMDL Committee

Upper Trinity River Report Card is compiled by Trinity 
Coalition, Research Sponsor; and Amruta Sakalker, 

Graduate Research Assistant at the Institute of Urban 
Studies, University of Texas at Arlington 

amruta.sakalker@mavs.uta.edu
Please contact Kristi Kerr Leonard, Trinity Coalition 

President at Kristi@TrinityCoalition.org or 214.676.5580 for 
questions or permission to use. For more information on 

Trinity Coalition, visit our website: TrinityCoalition.org

AMRUTA SAKALKER, GRA, PRIMARY INVESTIGATOR, GRAPHICS & DESIGN

ALAN KLEIN, DIRECTOR OF IUS, CO-PRIMARY INVESTIGATOR

MEGHNA TARE, DIRECTOR OF SUSTAINABILITY, CO-PRIMARY INVESTIGATOR

NUSRAT JAHAN NIPU, GRA AT IUS, GRAPHICS 

mailto:Kristi@TrinityCoalition.org
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrinitycoalition.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7Camrutaamol.sakalker%40uta.edu%7C39a7bca24c51432a5b3e08d7dd9f9aa3%7C5cdc5b43d7be4caa8173729e3b0a62d9%7C0%7C0%7C637221549927797884&sdata=925nG608%2BoPe3Zi5C74Kn2l7QraKM4tqFcny%2FPwU27s%3D&reserved=0


Action Items 

3. Greater Trinity River Bacteria TMDL I-Plan Coordination 
Committee Meeting Summary

• At the June 2019 meeting, the TMDL Coordination Committee 
received updates on several items in progress, including:

i. Overview of TMDL Addendums via the Texas WQMP,

ii. Overview of the North Fork Fish Creek TMDL,

iii. Approval of the TMDL I-Plan Update to include Sycamore Creek,

iv. And approval of the first TMDL Annual Program Summary.

www.nctcog.org/TMDL

http://www.nctcog.org/TMDL


Action Items
4. TMDL I-Plan Administrative Update

• NCTCOG has updated the TMDL I-Plan to include North Fork Fish 
Creek as an Appendix, since it was added via the update to the 
Texas WQMP.
• North Fork Fish Creek will be added

to all maps and tables in the I-Plan 
when a full addition (like Sycamore 
Creek) is needed.

• NCTCOG also updated references 
in the text, rosters, and other 
items for the Administrative 
Update.

• The final document will be made 
ADA accessible! 

www.nctcog.org/TMDL

http://www.nctcog.org/TMDL


Action Items

5. Approval of the TMDL Annual Program Summary 

• NCTCOG shared the TMDL Annual Program Summary with 
subcommittees and interested parties for feedback prior to this 
meeting. This document has been made available on the TMDL 
webpage.

www.nctcog.org/TMDL

http://www.nctcog.org/tmdl
http://www.nctcog.org/TMDL


6. FY2020 TMDL Technical Subcommittee Activities

• Monitoring Coordination Forum
i. The MCF met in February 2020. Angela Kilpatrick, Trinity River 

Authority, presented on Clean Rivers Program projects and other 
monitoring news from the region. 

ii. NCTCOG and the MCF also discussed changing the structure of 
the meetings. The MCF will now meet twice a year, once in the 
spring and once in the fall. These meetings will include member 
highlight presentations or other presentations of interest related 
to monitoring and sampling. 

www.nctcog.org/TMDL
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6. FY2020 TMDL Technical Subcommittee Activities

• Wastewater Technical Subcommittee
i. NCTCOG has developed a “Taking Care of Your On-Site Sewage 

Facility” brochure for homeowners and has expanded the 
resources located on the TMDL webpage.

ii. The OSSF Workshop for Real Estate Inspectors was scheduled for 
April 2020 but was indefinitely postponed due to COVID-19 until 
NCTCOG is authorized to host in person meetings and workshops 
again.  
i. NCTCOG is seeking different workshops/webinars that can be hosted 

remotely in order to meet contract requirements for FY2020. 

www.nctcog.org/TMDL

https://www.nctcog.org/nctcg/media/Environment-and-Development/Committee%20Documents/TMDL/FY2020/OSSF-Homeowners-Brochure.pdf
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6. FY2020 TMDL Technical Subcommittee Activities

• Stormwater Technical Subcommittee
i. NCTCOG completed the Avian Feeding Social Media toolkit, available for 

download as a .zip file on the TMDL webpage. 
ii. NCTCOG hosted a Feral Hog Forum on August 13, 2019. 
iii. NCTCOG developed a Doo the Right Thing Social Media toolkit, which was 

furthered by the Regional Stormwater Management Coordinating Council 
Public Education Task Force.  
i. This toolkit is available for download as a .zip file on the TMDL webpage. 
ii. PETF has created monthly social media toolkits and is currently revamping the DTRT 

Annual Calendar Contest. The additional DTRT resources are available for download at 
the PETF webpage.

iv. NCTCOG met with the Stormwater Technical Subcommittee in October 2019 
to discuss future projects, including the development of materials related to 
GI/LID, Construction Sites, and Land Use, Business, and Regulatory Review.

www.nctcog.org/TMDL
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Roundtable
7. Staff Updates and Roundtable Discussion

• NCTCOG began to post TMDL messages on the NCTCOG general E&D 
social media accounts. So far, NCTCOG has posted 5 times and received 
49 engagements and 1,495 impressions. 

• New Doo the Right Thing Contest! 
• Will be entirely digital and social media focused
• Opens on July 1, 2020 and closes on August 31, 2020. 
• More information is available on the PETF webpage.

• North Texas Community Cleanup Challenge – RSWMCC’s Regional 
Cleanup Challenge
• Scheduled for September 1, 2020 through October 31, 2020
• Landing page will be live mid-July, includes a pledge to get involved and how to 

log cleanup events
• More information on how you can participate will be shared soon! 

• EPA Trash Free Waters Grant
www.nctcog.org/TMDL

https://www.nctcog.org/envir/watershed-management/stormwater/public-education-task-force
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Application to Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Trash Free Waters Grant 

Trash Free Texas: Basin-wide Community Engagement Strategies to Reduce Aquatic Debris

 Task 1. Project Management – Kick-off meeting, conference calls, progress reports

 Task 2. Measure So We Can Change – Compile baseline trash collection data for region, add 
adopt-a-spot locations to Trash Free Texas website, create “how-to” video showing 
communities how to add their adopt-a-spot locations to website. 

 Task 3. Engage and Educate – Host Mayors’ Clean Up Challenges and “plogging” events, 
create Local Government Trash Reduction and Educational Toolkit, promote Trash Free Texas 
website.

 Task 4. Changing Business Practices – Create Restaurant Plastic Reduction Toolkit and 
encourage plastic reduction at restaurants through a Certification Program. 

 Task 5. Replicate and Amplify – Offer assistance to other COGs, present at TARC conferences 
and webinars.



Supporting Partners



Roundtable
7. Staff Updates and Roundtable Discussion

• The Public Education Task Force and the Wastewater and 
Treatment Education Roundtable have created a series of 
educational explainer videos relating to water quality and 
wastewater initiatives. These videos are available for download 
and sharing on the NCTCOG E&D YouTube page.  
• PETF Videos:

• Proper Pool Drainage in North Texas
• Stormwater Pollution Prevention – Lawn Care
• Stormwater Pollution Prevention – Litter

• WATER Videos:
• Proper Disposal of Household Hazardous Waste
• Proper Disposal of Medications
• Fats, Oils, and Grease
• Wipes Clog Pipes

www.nctcog.org/TMDL

http://www.youtube.com/user/nctcoged
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KsSFjrAsBx4
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Roundtable
Upcoming Meetings:

• TMDL Coordination Committee Meeting: Thursday, June 17, 2021 at 9:30 
AM, Regional Forum Room, NCTCOG Offices

• Public Education Task Force Meeting: Wednesday, July 15, 2020 at 9:30 
AM, Virtual Meeting via Uber Conference

• Regional Stormwater Management Coordinating Council Meeting: 
Wednesday, August 12, 2020 at 9:30 AM, Location TBD

• UTRB Coordinating Committee Meeting: Tuesday, August 26, 2020, 9:30 
AM at Tarrant Regional Water District Offices, Fort Worth, TX* 

• National Nonpoint Source Training Workshop (Santé Fe, New Mexico) 
November 16-19, 2020

www.nctcog.org/TMDL
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Contact     Connect

Facebook.com/nctcogenv

youtube.com/user/nctcoged

@nctcogenv

nctcogenv

EandD@nctcog.org

nctcog.org/TMDL
Edith Marvin
Environment and Development Director
emarvin@nctcog.org
(817) 695-9211

Hannah Allen
Environment and Development Planner II
hallen@nctcog.org
(817) 695-9215

Tamara Cook
Senior Environment and Development Program 
Manager
tcook@nctcog.org
(817) 695-9221
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