
URISA TEXAS
YOUR GIS PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION

Chris Akin, GISP

GIS Manager, Dunaway Associates

Chairman of the Board & President, URISA Texas



POLL

How many of you have 
heard of URISA?

How many of you have 
participated in a URISA 
event in the last year?

Quick Poll



WHAT DO YOU DO AGAIN??



URISA



URISA

December 2018 - Austin, TX



URISA CHAPTERS

UNITED STATES CHAPTERS

 Alabama

 Alaska

 California Chapters:
 BayGeo (formerly BAAMA) 

 Central California

 Northern California

 Southern California  

 Carolina

 Central Appalachian

 Chesapeake (DC, VA & MD)

 Chicagoland

 Cumberland (Kentucky & 
Tennessee )

 Florida

 Georgia

 Louisiana

 Mid-Atlantic

 New England

 Northern Rockies

 Ohio

 Oregon

 Rocky Mountain

 Texas

 Washington State

CANADIAN CHAPTERS

 Albera

 British Columbia

 Ontario (BeSpatial)

INTERNATIONAL CHAPTERS

 Caribbean



URISA TEXAS

 2012:  Chapter founded

 2013:  GITA Texas merges with URISA Texas

 2016:  Resurgence began, increased contacts from 200 to 2,000

 2017:  Increased focus on events, communication, and coordination

 2018:  Reduced operations, reformed chapter, rewrote bylaws

 2019:  Formalized chapter leadership, increased operations

 2020:  Continued growth and events, OneURISA examination



CHAPTER OF THE YEAR!



URISA TEXAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS



COMMITTEES AND ACTIVITIES

Events Committee

 Mappy Hours

 Workshops

 Speaker Series webinars

 Increase activities with student 
organizations Outreach Committee

 Increase membership and 
awareness

 Increase student engagement

 Corporate sponsorship

 Collaboration with other Texas 
GIS organizations

Communications Committee

 Regular email bulletins

 “Regionalize” emails

 Overhaul website

 Increased social media presence

 Assess branding, logos, etc.



KEYS TO YOUR PROFESSIONAL SUCCESS

Professional Network

Career Support

Education and Training



MEMBERSHIP

URISA (International)

 Professional Membership ($195) 

 Student Membership ($20): Full-time students

 Young Professional Membership ($125): 
Members age 35 or under.

 Discounted rates for retired and unemployed 
professionals.

URISA Texas

 Free! 

 (For now)



HOW TO GET INVOLVED

www.urisatexas.org info@urisatexas.org



THANK YOU!

Chris Akin, GISP
GIS Manager, Dunaway Associates

Chairman of the Board & President, URISA Texas

cakin@dunawayassociates.com

www.urisatexas.org
info@urisatexas.org
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