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The state of the science



Á²ƘŀǘΩǎthe problem?

ÁWhatarethe impacts?
Macro- andmicro-
Humanandecologicalhealth

ÁWhatarethe uncertainties?

ÁWhatdo we needto know?
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! ōǊƛŜŦ ǘƛƳŜƭƛƴŜΧ

http://www.modip.ac.u

k/resources/curators_

guide/plastics_timeline

Year Material

1868 Cellulose Nitrate 

1907 Phenol-Formaldehyde (Bakelite)

1927 Cellulose Acetate (Rayon)

1929 Urea Formaldehyde 

1931 Polystyrene

1933 Polyvinyl Chloride 

1935 Ethyl Cellulose 

1936 Acrylic, Polyvinyl Acetate

1938 Nylon

1941 Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET)

1942 Polyester 

1943 Silicone

1947 Epoxy

1954 Polypropylene

http://www.modip.ac.uk/resources/curators_guide/plastics_timeline
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Plastics are widely available, useful, durable and cheap

http://www.modip.ac.uk/resources/curators_guide/plastics_timeline
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Majority of plastics in the environment are from land-based sources
Ą Local and global problem


