
How Local Communities can 
be Designated as SolSmart

GRIDNEXT 2017 Conference, Georgetown Texas

Kristina Ronneberg
North Central Texas 

Council of Governments

www.gosolartexas.org/solsmart



Presentation Overview

NCTCOG-- Why We Care About Solar

SolSmartςThe Program

Path to SolSmart Designation

Regional Highlights & Best Practices

NCTCOG Tools for Growing Solar

2



NCTCOG: WHO WE ARE AND 
WHY WE CARE ABOUT SOLAR
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About NCTCOG

Council of Governments

Metropolitan Planning Organization

DFW Clean Cities Coalition
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Ozone Nonattainment & Air Quality



Control Strategies & Local Programs
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Air Quality Benefits from Solar

Source: U.S. EPA Avoided Emissions and Generation Tool (AVERT) Tool. Based on 22.5 MW solar inputςDFW install as of 2015

Annual Regional Emission Displacements

U.S. EPA AVERT Tool Output
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Solar Abundance

Source: The National Renewable Energy Laboratory



Å One of the fastest growing states
Å NCTCOG population forecasted to grow by 47% 

between 2017 and 2040, to over 10.5 million
Å Per capita Income expected to increase
Å Thousands of housing units being developed
Å Business relocation to North Central Texas

# 6
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Growing Energy Demand

Sources: Energy Information Agency and the Electricity Reliability Council of Texas 

New Peak Demand 
Records are being set 
each year:

2015: 69,877 MW
2016: 71,093 MW

Meanwhile 
population, and 
corresponding 

energy needs, are 
growing across North 

Central Texas

Population Trends
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Economics & Financial Stability

Sources: Energy Sage

ÅFederal 
Investment 
Tax Credit

ÅDeclining Solar 
Costs
















































