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of the process that was used to obtain the population and employment projections for the most 
recent regional transportation plan, Mobility 2040, is as follows.  
 
Control totals were developed for households, population, and employment, based on data 
acquired from an independent source (The Perryman Group).  These projection totals were 
provided in five-year intervals from 2005 to 2040 at the county level, and served as a 
benchmark in the forecasting process. 
 
Household, population, and employment totals were projected to 2040 by an independent 
source (The Perryman Group), using the Texas Econometric Model.  These projection totals 
were provided in five-year intervals at the county level, which were then aggregated to obtain 
the regional control totals.  From there the control totals were allocated to forecast districts using 
a Gravity Land Use Model (G-LUM)—a demand driven model in which employment leads to 
residential location.  The district figures served as controls for the Traffic Survey Zone (TSZ) 
projections developed in the third step of the NCTCOG forecasting process. 
 
Forecast district figures were disaggregated to TSZs using the UPlan, an urban growth GIS 
modeling tool.  Within the region’s 12 counties, there are 232 forecast districts, and 5,252 TSZs.  
The following figures illustrate how the boundaries of TSZs compare with Dallas ISD’s 
elementary school attendance zones in the Oak Cliff neighborhood of Dallas. 
 
Figure 1. Traffic Survey Zones      Figure 2. Elementary Attendance Zones6 

             
 
NCTCOG household projections may or may not be incorporated into municipal and ISD 
household and population projections.  The comparisons are important as future prioritization 
decisions of infrastructure investment are being made by all groups. 
 
 
                                                           
6 Dallas ISD. (2016). GIS data: 2015-16 elementary attendance boundaries [data file]. Retrieved from 
http://www.dallasisd.org/Page/29132 






