
Healthy Communities  

The County Health Rankings & Roadmaps1 is a collaboration between the 

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and the University of Wisconsin Population 

Health Institute. The County Health Rankings identify vital measures that have 

an influence on and are important to understanding the health of a 

commÕÎÉÔÙȢ ! ÃÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ Á 

starting point for communities, while the roadmaps provide tools, policies, and 

programs that may encourage change in community health.   

The following graphs illustrate county-level performance for seven health 

measures that are relevant to transportation.  

Access to Exercise Opportunities: The ease of participating in physical 

ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅÓ ÁÓ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÐÁÒËÓȟ ÇÙÍÓȟ ÁÎÄ 

sidewalks also increases. An increase in physical activity participation can be 

partially associated with a lower risk in premature death from several medical 

conditions including diabetes, stroke, and cardiovascular disease. This health 

factor measures the percentage of individuals who live in a Census block 

reasonably close to a park (within one-half mile) or recreational facilities 

(within one mile for urban areas and three miles for rural areas). Recreational 

facilities include gyms, community centers, YMCAs, dance studios, and pools, 

while parks include those that are local, state, and national. Collin, Dallas, 

Denton, Rockwall, and Tarrant counties score higher than the overall Texas 

score of 84 percent of individuals; the more rural counties in the region score 

below the overall Texas score (see Exhibit C-1).  

                                                                        

1 County Health Rankings & Roadmaps website: http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/  

Exhibit C -1: Access to Exercise Opportunities  

Alcohol-Impaired Driving Deaths: Annually, motor vehicle crashes involving 

impairment from alcohol kill about 17,000 Americans. This health factor 

measures the percentage of motor vehicle crash deaths related to alcohol-

impaired driving. The percentage of deaths from motor vehicle crashes in the 

Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA) ranges from 13 percent to 41 percent (as 

shown in Exhibit C-2).  
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Exhibit C -2: Driving Deaths Related to Alcohol Impairment  

Driving Alone to Work: Over 10 million Texans drive alone to work, their 

primary form of transportation. Driving alone to work can negatively impact 

the social, mental, and active health of individuals. Driving alone contributes to 

the dependence Americans have on driving, which may lead to an increase in 

motor vehicle collisions, air pollution, and physical inactivity and a decrease in 

the health of communities. This health factor measures the percentage of the 

work force that typically drives alone to work. Across the region, 78 percent to 

85 percent of the work force drives alone to work (see Exhibit C-3). 

Exhibit C -3: Driving Alone to Work  

Income Inequality: Income inequality is a measure of the disparity between 

households of higher and lower incomes. Individuals in households with lower 

incomes can be negatively impacted by income inequality because of 

increased health risks, such as cardiovascular disease. Income inequality can 

also impact communities and contribute to social stress, including lack of 

connectedness, trust, support, and sense of community. This health factor 

measures the ratio of household income at the 80th percentile to that at the 

20th percentile, with a higher ratio indicating a larger division. Counties in the 

MPA have an average income inequality of 4.25, lower than the overall state 

ratio of 4.9 (as shown in Exhibit C-4).  
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Exhibit C -4: Income Inequality  

Injury Deaths: Unintentional and intentional deaths comprise injury deaths, 

and are the 4th and 10th leading cause of death, respectively, in the United 

States. Unintentional deaths include those resulting from motor vehicle traffic. 

Intentional deaths include homicide and suicide. This health factor is a rate and 

measures the number of deaths due to injury per 100,000 population. Injury 

deaths in the MPA range from 33 to 85 per 100,000 population (see Exhibit  

C-5).  

Exhibit C -5: Injury Deaths  

Long Commute ɀ Driving Alone: Increasing the distance an individual 

commutes to work can have a negative impact on their health. As commute 

distance and time increases, some health risks may also negatively change, 

including an increase in blood pressure, obesity, and body mass index, and a 

decrease in physical activity participation. This health factor measures the 

percentage of workers who commute alone for longer than 30 minutes. In the 

MPA, commuters who drive alone for more than 30 minutes averages 46 

percent (as shown in Exhibit C-6).  
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Exhibit C -6: Long Commute ð Driving Alone  

Unemployment: Individuals who are unemployed have a greater risk of having 

poorer health. Unemployment may result in an individual participating in high-

risk consumption and behaviors including alcohol, tobacco, drugs, poor diet, 

and low levels of physical activity. High-risk behaviors may lead to an increase 

in health risks, which may be compounded by limited access to health care and 

insurance due to unemployment. This health factor measures the percentage 

of the civilian labor force, 16 years of age and older, who are unemployed but 

seeking work. The percentage of unemployment in the MPA averages 4.2 

percent (see Exhibit C-7).  

                                                                        

2 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Transportation Health 

Impact Assessment Toolkit, 
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyplaces/transportation/hia_toolkit.htm 

Exhibit C -7: Unemployment  

Supporting and Promoting He althy Communities  

The Centers for Disease Control and PreventionȭÓ Transportation Health 

Impact Assessment Toolkit2 identifies six strategies for health-oriented 

transportation projects and policies. Exhibit C-8 lists these strategies and the 

policies, programs, and projects included in Mobility 2045 that support and 

promote these strategies. 
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Exhibit C -8: Mobility 204 5 Policies and Program s that Support and Promote Healthy Communities  

Strategies to Improve Health Mobility 2045 Policies and Programs 

Reduce Vehicle Miles 
Traveled 

TDM3-001: Support the Congestion Management process, which includes explicit consideration and appropriate implementation of 
Travel Demand Management, Transportation System Management, and Intelligent Transportation Systems strategies during all stages 
of corridor development and operations. 

TDM3-002: Support an integrated planning process that maximizes existing transportation system capacity before considering major 
capital infrastructure investment in the multimodal system. 

TDM3-003: Request local agency staff and North Central Texas Council of Governments staff to meet with all major employers 
(defined as employers of 250 or more employees) to discuss and encourage the implementation of voluntary employer trip reduction 
programs. 

TDM2-100: Employer Trip Reduction Program 

TDM2-200: Regional Vanpool Program 

TDM2-300: Park-and-Ride Facilities 

TDM2-400: Transportation Management Associations 

TSMO2-001: Intersection Improvement Program 

TSMO2-003: Bottleneck Improvement Program 

TSMO2-004: Special Events Management Program 

TSMO2-005: Bottleneck Program for Regional Corridors 

TSMO2-006: Intelligent Transportation Systems Implementation Program 

TSMO2-007: Regional Intelligent Transportation Systems Architecture Program 

TSMO2-008: Advanced Traveler Information System Implementation Program 

TSMO2-009: Advanced Traffic Management System Implementation Program 

TSMO2-010: Advanced Public Transportation System Implementation Program 

TSMO2-011: Intelligent Transportation Systems Interoperability Program 

FT3-007: Additional and improved interchanges, collector-distributor roads, frontage roads, and auxiliary lanes should be considered 
and implemented as appropriate on all freeway/tollway facilities in order to accommodate a balance between mobility, access, 
operational, and safety needs. 

SD3-001: Support mixed-use, infill, and transit-oriented developments that utilize system capacity, reduce vehicle miles of travel, and 
improve air quality through improved rail mobility and access management. 
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Strategies to Improve Health Mobility 2045 Policies and Programs 

Expand Public Transportation 

TR3-001: Public transportation needs should be met by existing transportation authorities and providers through a comprehensive, 
coordinated, and cooperative approach to maximize existing transportation resources. Alternative implementation approaches may be 
necessary if existing transportation authorities and providers are unable to provide needed services in a timely manner (consistent 
with Regional Transportation Council Policy P09-03). 

TR3-002: ²ƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ a seamless multimodal transit system through: 
Á Seamless connections 
Á Coordinated fare structure 
Á One-stop access to services 
Á Standardization of assets, technologies, and service characteristics that promote interoperability 
Á Improved interaction between public, private-for-profit, and private-nonprofit transit providers (consistent with Regional 

Transportation Council Policy P09-03) 
Á Elimination of gaps in service to establish a minimum level of service 
Á Service expansion 

TR3-003: Existing and future public use rights-of-way should be monitored for appropriate public transportation service. 

TR3-005: Support the planning and development of high-speed rail to, through, and within the North Central Texas region by leading 
project development efforts and coordinating with federal and state initiatives as appropriate. 

TR3-006: Maximize the efficient use of public transportation resources in North Central Texas including public, private-nonprofit, and 
private-for-profit providers of services. 

TR3-007 Implement safety, management and operations, and multimodal system integration projects and programs as appropriate. 

TR3-009: Support efforts to make accommodations for rail and other public transportation services to major events centers during 
special events. 

TR3-010: Support efforts by transit authorities to secure funding through local, state, federal, and other sources for the development 
ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Capital Investment Grant Program. 

TR3-011: Establish policies fostering high-ǎǇŜŜŘ Ǌŀƛƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴǘŜǊƻǇŜǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ άƻƴŜ ǎŜŀǘ ǊƛŘŜέ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΣ 
and within the North Central Texas region. 

TR2-001: Community Access Transit 

TR2-002: Last Mile Transit Connections 

TR2-003: Regional Connections: Next Generation Transit 

TR2-004: Regional Connections: State and National Transit Connections 

TR2-005: Transit Enhancements and Mobility Improvements 
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Strategies to Improve Health Mobility 2045 Policies and Programs 

Promote Active 
Transportation 

TSMO3-001: Installation of pedestrian facilities by local agencies as part of intersection improvement and traffic signal improvement 
programs shall provide access to usable walkways or sidewalks. 

BP3-001: Support the planning and design of a multimodal transportation network with seamless interconnected active transportation 
facilities that promotes walking and bicycling as equals with other transportation modes. 

BP3-002: Implement pedestrian and bicycle facilities that meet accessibility requirements and provide safe, convenient, and 
interconnected transportation for people of all ages and abilities. 

BP3-003: Support programs and activities that promote pedestrian and bicycle safety, health, and education. 

BP2-001: Active Transportation Planning and Design 

BP2-002: Active Transportation Network Implementation 

BP2-003: Active Transportation Education and Outreach 

Incorporate Healthy 
Community Design Features 

F3-002: Incorporate sustainability and livability options during the project selection process. Include additional weighting or emphasis 
as appropriate and consistent with Regional Transportation Council policy objectives including, but not limited to, demand 
management, air quality, natural environment preservation, social equity, or consideration of transportation options and accessibility 
to other modes (such as freight, aviation, bicycle, and pedestrian). (While this is listed as a financial policy, it has specific implications 
for the air quality portion of the plan.) 

AQ3-003: Support and implement educational, operational, technological, and other innovative strategies that improve air quality in 
North Central Texas, including participation in collaborative efforts with local, regional, state, federal, and private sector stakeholders. 

AQ3-004: Support and implement strategies that promote energy conservation, reduce demand for energy needs, reduce petroleum 
consumption, and/or decrease greenhouse gas emissions. 

AQ2-002: Air Quality Demonstration Program 

AQ2-003: Air Quality Enforcement Program 

AQ2-004: Air Quality Partnerships and Collaborations 

AQ2-005: Air Quality Regional Policies 

AQ2-006: Air Quality Technology Improvements 

AQ2-007: Air Quality Technical Planning and Analysis 

ER3-001: 9ƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ōȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎΣ ǊŜǘŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ǊŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎκƳƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ŜƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŘǳǊƛƴg 
planning and implementation of transportation programs and projects. 

ER3-002: Work cooperatively with regulatory and conservation partners to develop innovative approaches that meet their 
conservation priorities and facilitate the delivery of transportation projects. 

ER3-003: Promote transportation programs and projects that encourage healthy lifestyles including, but not limited to, providing 
appropriate access to the natural environment. 

SD3-001: Support mixed-use, infill, and transit-oriented developments that utilize system capacity, reduce vehicle miles of travel, and 
improve air quality through improved rail mobility and access management. 
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Strategies to Improve Health Mobility 2045 Policies and Programs 

SD3-002: Promote transit-ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘȅǇŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƧƻōǎκƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜΣ άƭŀǎǘ ƳƛƭŜέ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ 
and appropriate land-use density to encourage diverse transportation mode choices. 

SD3-003: Plan for land use-transportation connections, including a variety of land uses from natural areas to the urban core connected 
by multimodal transportation options through strategies such as smart zoning codes, green infrastructure, affordable housing, 
preservation of agricultural land, healthy communities, economic development tools, innovative financing, etc. 

SD2-001: Land Use-Transportation Connections Program 

SD2-002: Community Schools and Transportation Program 

SD2-003: Transit-Oriented Development Program 

SD2-004: Sustainable Development Funding Program 

AV3-003: Encourage compatible land-use planning surrounding airports in the region. 

AV2-009: Encroachment Prevention and Compatible Land-Use Planning 

FP3-005: Enhance freight-oriented land-use sustainability by requiring local governments to adopt compatible zoning requirements to 
property adjacent to freight-oriented development land uses. 

TR3-013: Support the planning and development of sustainable land uses near grade-separated high-speed rail locations by 
coordinating with the cities of Fort Worth, Arlington, and Dallas. 

TR3-014: Support the planning and development of sustainable land uses near at-grade high-speed rail station locations by 
coordinating with the cities hosting stations. 

Improve Safety for All Users 

MO3-001: Ensure the efficient operation of the existing multimodal transportation system by evaluating and/or implementing 
maintenance, rehabilitation, enhancement, and/or operational type projects in order to maintain safe, efficient travel conditions. 

TSSF3-001: Require implementation of safety strategies in work zones consistent with industry best practices. 

TSSF3-002: Develop safety information partnerships with the Texas Department of Transportation, local governments, local police 
departments, and other organizations to encourage the sharing of regional/jurisdictional safety data (including, but not limited to, 
crash data, red light camera data, and incident response and clearance time data). 

TSSF3-003: Implementation of programs, projects, and policies that assist in reducing fatalities across all modes of travel toward zero 
deaths. (Toward Zero Deaths ς no fatalities across all modes of travel) 

TSSF3-004: Implementation of roadway improvement strategies that assist in reducing wrong-way driving incidents consistent with 
regional and/or industry best practices. 

TSSF3-005: Implementation of low-cost, systemic intersection safety countermeasures that assist in reducing severe intersection 
crashes consistent with strategies outlined in the Intersection Safety Implementation Plan for North Central Texas. 

TSSF3-006: Mandatory passage of a jurisdictional incident management policy that is modeled after Regional Transportation Council 
Resolution R08-10, which is a resolution supporting a comprehensive, coordinated, interagency approach to freeway incident 
management in the North Central Texas region. 

TSSF2-001: Freeway Incident Management Program 

TSSF2-002: Regional Mobility Assistance Patrol Program 
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Strategies to Improve Health Mobility 2045 Policies and Programs 

TSSF2-003: Regional Safety Information System 

TSSF2-004: Safety Education and Training Program 

TSSF2-005: Crash Causal Road Factors Program 

TSSC3-001: Support the Regional Transportation Emergency Responders Uniform Communication System. 

TSSC3-002: Transportation System Security should be considered and mitigation strategies put in place during planning, engineering, 
construction, and operation stages of corridor implementation for roadway and transit operations, with emphasis on identified critical 
infrastructure or key resources. 

FP3-001: Foster regional economic activity through safe, efficient, reliable freight movement while educating elected officials and the 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƭƭŀǎ-CƻǊǘ ²ƻǊǘƘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ 

FP3-007: Improve efficiency by promoting safety, mobility, and accessibility on the freight networks. 

FP3-011: Improve railroad safety through public education innovation and partnering with local governments to address railroad 
crossing safety improvements. 

BP3-003: Support programs and activities that promote pedestrian and bicycle safety, health, and education. 

Ensure Equitable Access to 
Transportation Networks 

EJ3-001: Evaluate the benefits and burdens of transportation policies, programs, and plans to prevent disparate impacts and improve 
the decision-making process, resulting in a more equitable system. 

EJ3-002: Balance transportation investment across the region to provide equitable improvements. 

PI3-001: Meet federal and state requirements to ensure all individuals have full and fair access to provide input on the transportation 
decision-making process. 

PI3-003: Use strategic outreach and communication efforts to seek out and consider the needs of those traditionally underserved by 
the transportation planning process. 

PI3-005: Provide education to the public and encourage input and engagement from all residents on the transportation system and 
the transportation decision-making process. 
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Air Quality  

Policies  

MTP Reference # Air Quality 

AQ3-001 
Pursue successful transportation conformity determinations of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan and Transportation Improvement Program 
consistent with federal and state guidelines. 

AQ3-002 
Provide technical assistance and analysis to attain and maintain National Ambient Air Quality Standards and reduce negative impacts of other air 
pollutants. 

AQ3-003 
Support and implement educational, operational, technological, and other innovative strategies that improve air quality in North Central Texas, 
including participation in collaborative efforts with local, regional, state, federal, and private sector stakeholders. 

AQ3-004 
Support and implement strategies that promote energy conservation, reduce demand for energy needs, reduce petroleum consumption, and/or 
decrease greenhouse gas emissions. 

F3-002 

Incorporate sustainability and livability options during the project selection process. Include additional weighting or emphasis as appropriate and 
consistent with Regional Transportation Council policy objectives including, but not limited to, demand management, air quality, natural 
environment preservation, social equity, or consideration of transportation options and accessibility to other modes (such as freight, aviation, 
bicycle, and pedestrian). (While this is listed as a financial policy, it has specific implications for the air quality portion of the plan.) 
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Programs  

Air Quality Communication Program 

Reference AQ2-001 

Background 

Improvement in air quality is enhanced by implementation of a general awareness campaign to encourage participation and support of air 
quality control strategies. These efforts include increasing understanding about the federal ozone standard and attainment strategies, 
other criteria pollutants, greenhouse gases, and overall energy consumption. Target audiences include a variety of stakeholders such as 
the general public, local governments, and business community. 

Related Goals Preserve and enhance the natural environment, improve air quality, and promote active lifestyles.  

Related Policies  AQ3-003; AQ3-004 

Implementation 

Implement a regional air quality, energy usage, and climate change marketing brand/campaign; create and implement education 
materials, paid advertising, outreach, public service announcements, media relations, interactive/social media, and/or special events; and 
provide recognition for air quality efforts among regional partners. Emphasis is placed upon regional coordination, including provision of 
graphic, educational, and informational services for local governments, other North Central Texas Council of Governments Transportation 
Department programs/campaigns, and partner organizations. Specific examples include hosting Air North Texas Coalition and 
administering the Air North Texas campaign. Others may evolve as needs warrant. 

Performance Dimensions 

Á Number of impressions 
Á Number of citizen commitments/pledges 
Á Number of events (including outreach events, workshops, meetings, etc.) and attendees 
Á Number of promotional items disseminated 
Á Number of subscribers to newsletters (print and electronic) 
Á Quantification of website use through Google Analytics 

Cost Estimate Approximately $240.7 million 
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Air Quality Demonstration Program 

Reference AQ2-002 

Background 
Air quality improvements are supported by ongoing investigation into new, innovative methods to reduce fuel use and emissions, not only 
through technology improvements, but also through activity and behavior modifications. 

Related Goals Preserve and enhance the natural environment, improve air quality, and promote active lifestyles. 

Related Policies  AQ3-003; AQ3-004; AV3-006; AV3-008 

Implementation 
Implement projects to demonstrate the benefit and feasibility of potential measures for greater implementation. Example projects include 
the Alternative Fuel Vehicle Deployment Program, Idle Free School Zones Project, Clean Construction Demonstration Project, Preferential 
Parking Program, Oversize/Overweight Heavy-Duty Vehicles Emissions Impact, etc. 

Performance Dimensions 

Á Number of participants 
Á Number of vehicles/equipment/technologies evaluated 
Á Number of studies conducted and/or reports written 
Á Tons of pollutants reduced 
Á Cost per ton of pollutants reduced 

Cost Estimate Approximately $211.9 million 

 

Air Quality Enforcement Program 

Reference AQ2-003 

Background 
Improved air quality is achieved through increasing enforcement of emissions-related policies and statutes at the local level by reducing or 
removing the number of high-emitting and polluting vehicles, and reducing output associated with inefficient operating functions. 

Related Goals Preserve and enhance the natural environment, improve air quality, and promote active lifestyles. 

Related Policies  
Á AQ3-003; AQ3-004; AV3-006; AV3-008 
Á Regional Transportation Council Resolution R08-03 Supporting Locally Enforced Motor Vehicle Idling Limitations in North Central Texas 

Implementation 

Secure funding to increase enforcement of vehicle emissions-related offenses, programs, and policies to improve overall air quality. 
Example efforts include the Enhanced Remote Sensing Performance Based Pilot Program, North Central Texas Council of Governments 
Emissions Database, Locally Enforced Idling Restrictions, Regional Emissions Enforcement Program, Regional Smoking Vehicle Program, 
Truck Lane Restrictions, etc. 

Performance Dimensions 

Á Number of emissions enforcement-related citations issued or arrests made 
Á Number of entities with access to the North Central Texas Council of Governments Emissions Database 
Á Number of vehicle inspection facilities engaged in fraudulent or improper vehicle inspections 
Á Number of entities creating and maintaining emissions enforcement programs 
Á Number of entities adopting locally enforced idling restrictions 
Á Number and miles of truck lane restrictions 
Á Tons of pollutants reduced 

Cost Estimate Approximately $211.8 million 
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Air Quality Partnerships and Collaborations 

Reference AQ2-004 

Background 
Because air quality is a concern for every member of the community, it must be addressed in a comprehensive, strategic way. Therefore, 
partnerships and collaborative efforts on the local, state, and federal levels, as well as with private and non-profit agencies, are crucial to 
the success of efforts to promote or implement projects or programs that help improve air quality. 

Related Goals Preserve and enhance the natural environment, improve air quality, and promote active lifestyles. 

Related Policies  AQ3-003; AQ3-004 

Implementation  

Seek and foster successful partnerships, both formal and informal, with federal, state, regional/local, private, and non-profit entities, 
ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƪŜȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŀƛǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻǊ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ άƎǊŜŜƴέ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎΦ tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴce and resource 
development to facilitate involvement and aid decision making among local governments, industry, and the general public. Examples of 
formal partnerships include the Department of Energy Clean Cities Program (and local activities through the Dallas-Fort Worth Clean Cities 
Coalition) and Environmental Protection Agency SmartWay® Transport Partnership.  Collaborative activities include, but are not limited to, 
the Freight Efficiency Outreach Program (aka Saving Money and Reducing Truck Emissions Program), collaboration with various industry 
associations (e.g. Texas Natural Gas Foundation, Propane Council of Texas, North Texas Electric Auto Association), working with the Texas 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŦǳŜƭ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ мпмо ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƛȄƛƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩs Surface 
Transportation Act, participating in stakeholder conversations regarding use of Volkswagen Settlement Trust funds in Texas, participating 
in the North Central Texas Stewardship Forum, etc. 

Performance Dimensions 

Á Number of formal partnership arrangements with local, state, and federal government agencies, as well as private and non-profit 
stakeholders. 
Á Recognition from formal partners in the form of awards and accolades. 
Á Number of requests to review and comment on air quality regulations, projects, programs, or studies from federal, state, local, or 

private entities.  

Cost Estimate Approximately $57.9 million 
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Air Quality Regional Policies 

Reference AQ2-005 

Background 
Efforts to improve air quality are enhanced by policies which provide guidance on best practices to minimize fleet emissions impacts 
through acquisition, operation, and/or maintenance behaviors. 

Related Goals Preserve and enhance the natural environment, improve air quality, and promote active lifestyles. 

Related Policies  
Á AQ3-003; AQ3-004 
Á Regional Transportation Council Resolution R14-10 Supporting the Regional Transportation Council Clean Fleet Policy  
Á Regional Transportation Council Resolution R08-03 Supporting Locally Enforced Motor Vehicle Idling Limitations in North Central Texas  

Implementation 

Work with regional stakeholders to develop such policies, encourage adoption, and provide implementation assistance to adopting 
entities throughout North Central Texas. Example policies include the Clean Fleet Policy and Locally Enforced Idling Restriction. Example 
best practices and guidance include contract language requiring use of lower-emitting construction equipment, which was incorporated 
into the North Central Texas Council of Governments Public Works Construction Standards North Central Texas, Fifth Edition, and 
recommendation of building and construction codes or ordinances that facilitate electric vehicle adoption, etc. 

Performance Dimensions 

Á Number of policies adopted by the Regional Transportation Council 
Á Number of adopting entities 
Á Number of entities adhering to policy requirements 
Á Tons of pollutants reduced 

Cost Estimate Approximately $57 million 
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Air Quality Technology Improvements 

Reference AQ2-006 

Background 
Technology improvements are achieved through specific initiatives, often implemented through regional funding opportunities which 
enhance the use of lower emitting, more efficient vehicles, equipment, technologies, and/or fuels. 

Related Goals Preserve and enhance the natural environment, improve air quality, and promote active lifestyles. 

Related Policies  AQ3-003; AQ3-004 

Implementation  

Secure funding to implement projects that reduce emissions or energy consumption through the use of lower-emitting engines, 
technologies, or fuels. Support and assist regional fleets in carrying out emission-reducing activities. Example efforts include the 
AirCheckTexas Drive a Clean Machine Program, Clean Fleets North Texas Call for Projects, Diesel Idling Reduction Program, Electric 
Vehicles North Texas Program, North Central Texas Clean School Bus Program, Clean Technology Revolving Loan Program, etc. 

Performance Dimensions 

Á Number of vehicles replaced/repowered/retrofitted/upgraded 
Á Number of vehicles repaired 
Á Number of program applicants 
Á Tons of pollutants reduced 
Á Gallons of cleaner fuel dispensed 
Á Gallons petroleum displaced 
Á Cost per ton/gallon reduced/displaced 

Cost Estimate Approximately $1.5 billion 
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Air Quality Technical Planning and Analysis 

Reference  AQ2-007 

Background  

Technical analysis and planning is critical for determining progress toward improving air quality and selecting appropriate control 
ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ aŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƛǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ conformity, 
detailed forecasted emission inventories for inclusion into the State Implementation Plan, and technical air quality analyses to support 
emission reductions within the region. 

Related Goals Preserve and enhance the natural environment, improve air quality, and promote active lifestyles. 

Related Policies  
Á AQ3-001; AQ3-002 
Á In response to applicable federal requirements, conduct necessary emissions analysis and provide technical assistance in air quality 

planning and control strategy evaluation. 

Implementation  

Provide general air quality technical assistance locally to the general public and regional governments; statewide to other nonattainment 
areas, the Texas Department of Transportation, and the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality; and nationally to the Federal 
Highway Administration, the Federal Transit Administration, and the Environmental Protection Agency. Monitor, review, and respond 
accordingly to federal and statewide air quality rules impacting North Central Texas. Support the state air quality planning process by 
developing accurate estimates of emissions through the completion of mobile emission inventories and other technical studies applicable 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜ LƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ у-Hour Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards. Ensure, through the 
transportation conformity process, transportation plans, programs, and projects implemented in the Dallas-Fort Worth ozone 
nonattainment area meet federal and state air quality requirements. Ensure project and program modifications to the Transportation 
Improvement Program meet transportation conformity requirements. 

Performance Dimensions  
Á Receipt of favorable conformity determinations 
Á Environmental Protection Agency approval of State Implementation Plan revisions 
Á Actively responding to federal and statewide proposed rules 

Cost Estimate  Approximately $8.75 million 
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